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The  Council  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  thirty-seventh  annual 
report  on  the  public  health  of  the  administrative  county. 

In  accordance  Vv^ith  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  annual  report  for  1927  is  an  ordinary  one,  a fuller 
and  survey  report  on  the  preceding  years  being  published  every 
hve  years. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a slight  increase  in  the  total 
death-rate  and  infant  mortality  rate,  the  increase  in  each  case 
being  due  to  the  wet  and  cold  climatic  conditions  which  pre- 
vailed during  the  hrst  and  last  quarters  of  the  year,  when  these 
rates  were  abnormally  high.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables 
embodied  in  this  report  that  the  principal  causes  of  death  in 
those  quarters  were  influenza  and  respiratory  diseases.  The 
birth-rate  continues  to  decrease,  this  year  being  the  lowest  on 
record,  but  it  is  still  in  excess  of  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  EUSTACE  HILL. 

Shire  Hall, 

Durham, 

August,  1928, 


AREA. 


The  area  of  the  administrative  comity  continued  unchanged 
during  the  year  under  review  and  remains  at  632,280  acres. 

The  administrative  county  consists  of  4 municipal  boroughs, 
27  urban  districts  and  14  rural  districts,  and  the  area  in  acres 
of  each  of  these  sanitar}/  districts  is  given  in  tables  A and  B 
attached  to  this  report. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  the  ad- 
ministrative county  as  996,600,  or  100  less  than  his  estimate 
for  the  year  1926,  and  this  figure  has  been  adopted  in  calculating 
the  various  rates  throughout  this  report.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
Registrar  General  has  based  his  estimate  of  the  population  of 
this  county  on  special  information  in  his  possession,  as  calculated 
on  the  annual  increase  of  population  since  the  1921  Census  the 
population  for  1927  would  have  been  1,031,577.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  the  Registrar  General’s  estimates  of  the 
populations  of  3 municipal  boroughs,  15  urban  districts  and 
6 rural  districts,  are  less  for  1927  than  for  1926.  These 
decreases  are  probably  due  to  unemployment  which  causes 
some  degree  of  migration. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS. 

At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  report  all  the  annual 
reports  of  the  district  medical  ofticers  of  health,  excepting  that 
for  the  Houghton-le-Spring  rural  district,  have  been  received 
by  the  Count}^  Council. 


DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

The  only  change  among  the  medical  officers  of  health  in 
the  administrative  county  during  the  year  was  that  in  respect 
of  Dr.  Henry  Smith,  medical  ofiicer  of  health  of  the  Brandon 
and  Byshottles  urban  district,  who  towards  the  end  of  the  year 


retired  from  the  position,  after  having  held  it  since  1891,  during 
which  period  he  performed  most  valuable  public  health  service. 
Dr.  S.  K.  Young  was  appointed  as  his  successor  and  Dr.  Young 
also  continued  to  act  as  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  Chester- 
le-Street  urban  district  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  chief  vital  statistics  of  the 
administrative  county  during  the  year  1927  and  of  the  urban 
and  rural  districts  in  comparison  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Table  1. 


Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Total 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Admini- 

strative 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Birth-rate  

20-30 

19-03 

20-01 

10-7 

Death-rate  (“Crude")  

12-55 

11-84 

12-24 

12-3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  birtlis 

95 

98 

90 

70 

Zymotic  Death-rate  

0-03 

0-44 

0-55 

0-44 

Smalljjox  

0-02 

0-01 

0-02 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0-02 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

Diphtheria  

■ 

0-08 

0-00 

0-07 

0-07 

“ Fevers  " (Enteric  and  Continued) 

001 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Measles 

0-23 

0-13 

0-19 

0-09 

W'hooping  Cough  

0-11 

0-08 

0-10 

0-09 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

0-15 

0-12 

0-14 

Oil 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
per  1,000  births 

7-53 

0-22 

0-97 

0-3 

Influenza  

0-52 

0-47 

0-50 

0-57 
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The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  administrative  county 
during  1927  was  19,94d,  equal  to  a rate  of  20*0  per  1,000  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  22-9  in  the  previous  year.  This  rate  foi 
the  year  1927  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  any  year,  although 
it  still  compares  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  equal  to  16-7  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  administrative 
county  during  the  year,  after  making  the  necessary  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  12,199,  equal  to  12*2 
per  1,000  population,  which  is  an  increase  over  that  for  the 
previous  year,  when  it  was  11 -55,  while  it  is  practically  equal 
to  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  1927,  viz. — 12-3. 

The  following  table  shows  the  method  adopted  for  the 
termination  of  their  lives  by  suicides  and  the  number  of  deaths 
from  these  causes  occurring  in  each  calendar  month  during  1927. 


Table  2. 


Month. 

Hang- 

ing. 

DroAvn- 

mg. 

Cutting 

Throat. 

Oas. 

Poison- 

mg 

Stated 
only  as 
suicide. 

Other 

Causes. 

Totals. 

January  

2 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

February 

2 

El 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

ATrirc'h 

2 

9 

.1 

April  

O 

o 

o 

1 

•) 

— 

— 

_ 

-j 

:^lay 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

■ — 

— 

10 

Time 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

J uly  

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

.'Xup'ust 

.3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

10 

September  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

October  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

November  ... 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 



9 

13 

December  . . . 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Year 

.21 

20 

15 

15 

9 

3 

8 

91 

An  increase  was  also  recorded  in  respect  of  the  infant 
mortality  rate,  which  increased  from  84  per  1,000  births  registered 
in  192G  to  96  during  the  year  under  review. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  zymotic  death-rate,  which 
was  equal  to  0-55  per  1,000  population,  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  administrative  county,  this  being  principally 
due  to  the  big  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  whooping 
cough,  and  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  under  2 years  of  age. 

Influenza  was  rather  more  prevalent  during  the  year,  49G 
deaths  being  registered  as  compared  with  250  in  1926. 

INFECTIVE  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infeetious  diseases  notified  decreased 
from  19,304  in  1926  to  16,718  during  1927,  the  attack-rate  during 
the  past  year  being  16-8  per  1,000  persons  living,  as  compared 
with  19*4  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  both  as  to  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  1927  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  other  various  Regulations 
and  Orders,  and  the  mortality  from  the  principal  infective 
diseases  during  the  past  ten  years. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 
Weekly  Statement  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  1927. 

Table  3. 


Fever. 

ci 

'x 

1 

j 

Acute 

Polio-myelitis. 

Week 

ended. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

' Diphtheria. 

! Enteric  or 

1 Typhoid.  ' 

I Typlius. 

Relapsing. 

Continued. 

Puerperal. 

(D 

U 

>> 

Ch 

!■  H 

a 

u 

Qj 

0) 

p 

I ^ 

j Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Erysipelas. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmona] 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia. 

Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

Acute  Polio- 

Encephalitis, 

Cerebro  Spin; 

Eever. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Jan.  8 

271 

33 

16 

1 

... 

1 

4 

6 

1 

; 15 

17 

6 

, 50 

... 

! 1 

1 

129 

„ 15 

325 

39 

16 

... 

... 

4 

8 

8 

18 

17 

36 

• . • 

... 

... 

; 1 

1 , , , 

151 

M 22 

299 

43 

22 

1 

. . 

i 

6 

2 

8 

28 

12 

45 

1 , , , 

... 

... 

... 

! 1 

108 

„ 29 

331 

46 

12 

... 

1 

2 

4 

8 

34 

16 

43 

... 

• • » 

! 1 

96 

Feb.  5 

300 

34 

18 

1 

5 

6 

10 

30 

21 

83 

i i 

... 

... 

i 

1 

i ... 

107 

M 12 

261 

29 

22 

2 



5 

1 

6 

25 

22 

98 

... 

... 

1 ••• 

1 

89 

„ 19 

177 

44 

15 

1 

... 

... 

2 

4 

14 

30 

18 

86 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 1 

143 

„ 26 

185 

36 

25 

• » « 

2 

3 

6 

21 

16 

96 

. . . 

... 

3 

• . * 

104 

Mar.  5 

230 

26 

8 

• • . 

2 

3 

9 

30 

20 

119 

... 

... 

1 

1 • • • 

... 

114 

„ 12 

145 

30 

12 

• • * 

i 

3 

4 

6 

32 

27 

64 

' 1 

1 , , , 

• « • 

104 

„ 19 

174 

35 

15 

. . 

4 

4 

12 

29 

19 

60 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

1 

104 

„ 26 

132 

28 

11 

2 

4 

9 

28 

18 

45 



... 



1 

• • • 

115 

April  2 

144 

42 

19 

2 

. . 

9 

13 

24 

21 

48 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

87 

..  9 

124 

28 

17 

2 

2 

3 

6 

34 

21 

43 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

102 

„ 16 

126 

30 

9 

i 

. • 

1 

9 

4 

10 

21 

16 

25 

... 

• > • 

77 

„ 23 

120 

32 

16 

1 

... 

2 

5 

11 

30 

17 

32 

... 

1 

72 

» 30 

89 

30 

9 

... 

1 

5 

10 

26 

16 

31 

... 

1 

1 

99 

May  7 

132 

25 

16 

i 

1 

3 

8 

21 

21 

17 

... 

... 

• . . 

1 

... 

79 

„ 14 

81 

28 

12 

... 

... 

3 

3 

4 

11 

24 

15 

28 

... 

2 

... 

62 

„ 21 

114 

30 

18 

• . . 

... 

1 

1 

3 

6 

23 

21 

24 

... 

... 

1 

... 

105 

„ 28 

112 

34 

6 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

19 

24 

23 

... 

... 

... 

58 

June  4 

107 

25 

13 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

23 

19 

27 

... 

. . 

1 

• . ♦ 

104 

» 11 

98 

16 

15 

1 

3 

4 

13 

15 

27 

27 

... 

1 

1 

60 

„ 18 

76 

32 

7 

1 

2 

3 

8 

21 

20 

33 

125 

„ 25 

95 

33 

16 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

24 

10 

22 

. . . 

... 

... 

65 

July  2 

77 

25 

10 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

14 

15 

24 

... 

... 

2 

i 

111 

„ 9 

73 

36 

8 

5 

... 

4 

3 

5 

15 

16 

28 

. . 

... 

... 

93 

„ 16 

43 

16 

11 

9 

1 

2 

10 

5^ 

21 

16 

28 

— 

109 

„ 23 

53 

22 

13 

, , , 

1 

3 

3 

5 

17 

10 

25 

i 

94 

„ 30 

40 

28 

23 

. . . 

9 

5 

6 

20 

16 

24 

... 

... 

i 

66 

Aug.  6 

31 

21 

14 

i 

... 

i 

5 

2 

5 

19 

9 

21 



1 

... 

i 

60 

„ 13 

35 

38 

15 

1 

9 

2 

3 

16 

11 

20 

... 

... 

3 

i 

47 

„ 20 

24 

25 

10 

1 

1 

1 

7 

12 

10 

12 

... 



... 

... 

... 

48 

27 

57 

27 

JO 

1 

. 

3 

2 

2 

6 

22 

9 

12 

... 

... 

... 

i 

18 

Sept.  3 

25 

42 

13 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

20 

12 

10 

...1 

. .. 

1 

30 

„ 10 

29 

3 f 

20 

3 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

4 

14 

15 

9 

...j 

... 

13 

M 17 

20 

53 

12 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

4 

1 

7 

15 

20 

7 

... 

1 ; 

... 

14 

„ 24 

13 

41 

20 

... 

3 

2 

13 

20 

14 

24 

. 1 

... 

... 

... 

13 

Oct.  1 

29 

61 

17 

3 

... 

1 

3 

18 

14 

22 

14 

... 

... 

... 

1 

24 

„ 8 

22 

57 

27 

1 

... 

... 

3 

8 

14 

13 

24 

...j 

... 

1 

45 

„ 15 

15 

47 

1 

. . . 

5 

20 

20 

30 

... 

38 

„ 22 

23 

50 

17 

i 

3 

2 

11 

16 

20 

• • « 

i 

^ 

2 

54 

M 29 

22 

47 

32 

2 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

3 

1 

13 

12 

13 

32 

... 

1 

i 

51 

Nov.  5 

34 

50 

41 

3 

... 



3 

2 

2 

14 

22 

14 

41 

i 

85 

» 12 

40 

46 

36 

1 

... 

1 

4 

15 

22 

9 

37 

. . . 1 

94 

,,  19 

90 

38 

33 

3 

2 

... 

6 

10 

21 

15 

39 

i 

i 

75 

„ 26 

19 

32 

25 

1 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

9 

20 

16 

39 

1 

1 

62 

Dec.  3 

37 

40 

39 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

13 

17 

12 

90 

... 

1 

2 

69 

,,  10 

18 

41 

30 

2 

... 

2 

5 

4 

14 

22 

9 

66 

... 

... 

58 

„ 17 

10 

32 

33 

1 

. . . 

1 

3 

2 

8 

22  , 

12 

50 

... 

... 

1 

2_ 

62 

„ 24 

13 

32 

27 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

3 

1 

13 

11 

55 

... 

... 

i 

50 

„ 31 

29 

29 

22 

... 

... 

... 

3 

4 

7 

1 

17 

: 

7 

70  1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

58 

Total  for 
the  Year  5101 

1 

1821 

950 

44 

... 

1 

1 

43T21 

1 

1 

176 

i 

4501097 

822 

1 

2036 

1 

1 

3 

i 

3 

5 

33 

11 

4000 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIEICATION)  ACT. 
Statement  showing  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each 
Sanitary  District  during  the  year  1927. 

Table  4. 


C3 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexi 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Erysipelas. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Pneumonia. 

I Malaria. 

Acute  Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Acute 

Polio-Myelitis. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Urban  Districts. 

Durham  Borough  

49 

14 

2 

1 

1 

10 

6 

7 

4 

33 

... 

42 

Hartlepool  ,,  

13 

25 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

22 

14 

85 

. . . 

39 

T arrow  ,,  

354 

63 

12 

... 

1 

8 

9 

23 

85 

74 

363 

i 

i 

i 

2 

223 

Stockton  ,,  

12 

159 

99 

4 

1 

12 

15 

28 

i i 

62 

111 

2 

1 

2 

2 

371 

Annfield  Plain 

159 

48 

28 

3 

1 

8 

5 

8 

25 

12 

28 

1 

97 

Barnard  Castle  

7 

2 

4 

1 

7 

i 

41 

Benfieldside 

3 

112 

29 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

16 

9 

24 

• « 

Billingham  

1 

16 

8 

2 

5 

1 

1 

9 

i 

24 

131 

Bishop  Auckland  

17 

15 

13 

1 

1 

26 

5 

2 

2 

20 

Blaj^don  

18 

66 

14 

1 

7 

4 

25 

37 

31 

30 

9 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

255 

15 

30 

1 

2 

13 

16 

13 

2 

. . . 

. . 

Chester-le-Street  

127 

42 

2 

. . . 

1 

5 

3 

13 

15 

27 

42 

1 

45 

Consett 

19 

76 

28 

1 

1 

1 

8 

13 

9 

21 

... 

Crook  

176 

28 

33 

1 

6 

15 

8 

... 

1 

13 

Felling 

133 

25 

11 

9 

4 

1 

7 

23 

17 

50 

... 

174 

Hehburn  

56 

262 

62 

25 

1 

1 

1 

4 

21 

55 

36 

89 

i 

... 

i 

157 

Hetton-le-Hole  

45 

3 

1 

4 

12 

23 

20 

124 

1 

... 

Houghton-le-Spring  ... 

57 

14 

4 

... 

n 

i 

11 

15 

41 

"i 

48 

Leadgate  

8 

27 

15 

1 

1 

3 

12 

3 

21 

. . 

. . . 

Ryton  

3 

49 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

14 

6 

3 

1 

. . . 

Seaham  Harbour  

20 

21 

6 

2 

3 

12 

12 

15 

56 

. . 

72 

Shildon 

271 

18 

19 

2 

11 

13 

11 

2 

2 

Southwick-on-Wear  ... 

12 

18 

1 

3 

23 

12 

36 

176 

Spennymoor  

69 

17 

21 

2 

1 

7 

35 

13 

... 

. . 

2 

Stanhope 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

14 

Stanley 

211 

86 

76 

2 

1 

8 

10 

5 

21 

24 

28 

i 

i 

198 

Tanfield  

36 

17 

14 

1 

1 

3 

7 

12 

16 

18 

1 

Tow  Law  

20 

18 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5 

. . 

4 

Washington  

5 

29 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

11 

13 

22 

1 

283 

Whickham  

10 

27 

19 

1 

3 

3 

21 

33 

20 

73 

... 

. . 

118 

Willington  

117 

25 

56 

4 

11 

5 

3 

1 

32 

Rural  Districts. 

Auckland  

392 

153 

8 

76 

7 

4 

3 

5 

11 

22 

47 

33 

10 

1 

287 

Barnard  Castle  

15 

647 

1 

11 

5 

2 

1 

285 

26 

Chester-le-Street  

58 

33 

8 

2 

4 

12 

14 

68 

47 

82 

i 

1 

Darlington  

7 

23 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

. . . 

Durham  

141 

40 

9 

3 

3 

4 

8 

14 

18 

42 

i 

67 

Easington  

418 

125 

47 

3 

10 

14 

52 

68 

■ 84 

231 

4 

65 

Hartlepool  

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

9 

99 

232 

203 

127 

19 

243 

39 

Houghton  

112 

30 

8 

3 

5 

3 

9 

15 

22 

37 

90 

3 

Lanchester  

212 

67 

88 

2 

4 

6 

19 

32 

14 

44 

2 

Sedgefield  

319 

21 

34 

2 

6 

8 

10 

75 

26 

32 

i 

... 

1 

South  Shields  

342 

53 

15 

1 

4 

6 

23 

10 

30 

i 

Stockton  

9 

2 

i 

2 

6 

5 

10 

”2 

Sunderland  

2 

16 

15 

2 

2 

16 

i’2 

37 

37 

102 

i 

Weardale  

3 

37 

1 

3 

4 

10 

. . . 

11 

... 

2 

Administrative  County 

5101 

1821 

950 

44 

43 

121 

176 

450 

1097 

822 

2036 

3 

3 

5 

33 

11 

4000 

TABLE  GIVING  FOR  EACH  YEAR  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  THE  DEATH-RATE 
FROM  THE  SEVEN  PRINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  DURING  THE  TEN  YEARS. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OE  CASES  OE  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
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SMALLPOX. 

Smallpox  continued  to  be  seriously  epidemic  throughout 
the  year,  5,101  cases  being  notified,  which  was  not  a very 
gratifying  decrease  compared  with  the  previous  year.  On 
reference  to  Table  (7)  it  will  be  seen  that  only  four  sanitary 
districts  remained  free  from  the  disease,  and  that  the  districts 
in  which  the  disease  was  most  seriously  epidemic  were  the  urban 
districts  of  Jarrow',  Annfield  Plain,  Brandon,  Hetton,  Shildon 
and  Stanley,  and  the  rural  districts  of  i\uckland,  ChesterTe- 
Street,  Easington,  Sedgefield  and  South  Shields.  Nineteen 
deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  compared  with  11  in 
1926.  The  wide  dissemination  of  this  infection  with  all  the 
urban  and  rural  districts  involved  except  four,  and  the  few 
cases  in  the  majority  of  the  sanitary  districts,  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  part  of  the  staff  of  the  local  health  authorities  and 
the  precautionary  measures  taken.  A great  deal  of  time  is 
spent  and  money  expended  in  doing  this  work,  wEich  could  be 
easily  avoided  if  infant  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  were 
efficiently  carried  out. 

As  regards  the  efficiency  of  vaccination  in  the  County  of 
Durham,  including  the  county  boroughs,  1 have  received  statistics 
from  the  Minister  of  Health  which  indicate  that  during  the 
calendar  year  1927,  27,372  certificates  of  successful  primary 
vaccination  of  children  under  14  were  received,  while  the  number 
of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  received 
during  the  same  period  was  9,768.  The  unions  in  which  the 
largest  proportion  of  vaccinations  to  births  occurred  were  Sun- 
derland, Auckland  and  Hartlepool,  while  vaccination  appeared 
to  be  least  efficiently  performed  in  the  Darlington  and  Houghton- 
le-vSpring  unions. 

The  majority  of  the  19  deaths  from  smallpox  were  com- 
plicated with  other  acute  conditions,  and  the  ages  of  the 
deceased  together  with  the  causes  of  death  and  state  of  vaccina- 
tion are  as  follows  : — 
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Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

State  of  Vaccination. 

IG  days  ... 

Debility  from  birth. — Variola 

Unyaccinated. 

17  days  ... 

Smallpox  12  hours  

Unyaccinated. 

21  days  ... 

Marasmus. — Smallpox  

Unyaccinated  prior  to 
in.fection. 

26  days  ... 

Smallpox  

Unyaccinated. 

1 month 

Variola 

No  information. 

1 month 

Variola 

No  information. 

14  months 

Smallpox. — Bronchitis  

No  information. 

13  months 

Smallpox  24  days. — Meningitis  

Un  vaccinated. 

13  months 

Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia  following 

Smallpox  

Unvaccinate:;!. 

3 years  ... 

Toxaemia. — Septicaemia. — Variola  

Vaccination  ineffective. 

16  years 

Smallpox. — Exhaustion  due  to  tits  caused 

by  an  old  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Un  vaccina  ted. 

16  years 

Discrete  Smallpox. — Influenzal  Heart 

Eailure  

Un  vaccinated. 

21  years 

Smallpox  (Confluent)  Toxaemia  possibly 

contributed  to  by  parturition 

Unvaccinated. 

22  years 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Smallpox. — 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia  

Vaccinated  in  infancy. 

51  years 

Confluent  Smallpox. — Toxaemia 

Unvaccinated. 

52  years 

Smallpox. — Bedsores. 

Vaccinated  in  infancy. 

67  years 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. — Smallpox 

Vaccinated  in  infancy. 

69  j^ears 

Cerebral  Softening  and  Myocardial 

Degeneration. — Smallpox  

No  information. 

73  years 

Variola  (unconscious  until  death) 

No  information. 

Towards  the  end  of  1926  when  the  number  of  available  beds 
for  smallpox  cases  occurring  in  the  county  became  seriously 
inadequate  the  County  Council  approached  the  Minister  of  Health 
with  a recommendation  that  they  should  be  empowered  them- 
selves to  provide  hospital  accommodation  for  smallpox  cases, 
and  on  the  4th  January,  1927,  the  Minister  of  Health  issued 
the  following  Regulations,  which  gave  power  to  the  County 
Council  to  provide  or  arrange  for  the  provision  of  suitable  means 
for  the  proper  isolation  and  treatment  of  persons  in  the  county 
who  are  affected  with  smallpox. 

71,579.  • (4th  January,  1927). 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Smallpox  : Regulations. 
County  of  Durham. 

WHEREAS  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham  is 
not  provided  with  adequate  means  for  the  treatment  of 
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persons  therein  who  may  be  affected  with  smallpox,  and 
the  county  council  of  that  county  have,  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  section  2 of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
and  Treatment  of  Disease)  Act,  1913,  consented  to  provide 
or  arrange  for  the  provision  of  treatment  for  such  persons, 
and  it  is  expedient  that  the  regulations  hereinafter  set  forth 
should  be  made  with  regard  to  such  treatmenc,  and  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  smallpox  in  the  county  : 

NOW  THEREFORE,  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  1875  to  1925,  and  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  and 
Treatment  of  Disease)  Act,  1913,  and  every  other  power 
enabling  him  in  that  behalf,  hereby  makes  the  following 
regulations,  and  also  declares  and  directs  as  follows  : — 

Definitions. 

1.  In  these  regulations — 

The  expression  “ county  council  ” means  the  county 
council  of  the  County  of  Durham  ; 

The  expression  “ county  ” means  the  Administrative 
County  of  Durham  ; 

The  expression  “ district  ” means  a municipal 
borough  or  other  urban  or  a rural  district  within  the 
county  ; 

The  expression  “ hospital  ” means  an  isolation 
hospital  provided  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of 
persons  affected  with  smallpox. 

Provision  of  treatment. 

2.  The  county  council  shall  provide  or  arrange  for 
the  provision  of  suitable  means  for  the  proper  isolation 
and  treatment  of  persons  in  the  county  who  are  affected 
with  smallpox. 

Powers  of  county  council. 

3.  So  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  enforcing  and 
executing  these  regulations  the  county  council  and  their 
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officers  shall  have  all  the  powers,  rights  and  duties  of  an 
urban  district  council  and  their  officers  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  under  section  8 of  the  Vaccination  Act, 
1898. 

Expenses  of  county  council. 

4.  (1)  Subject  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  expenses 

incurred  by  the  county  council  in  the  execution  and 
enforcement  of  these  regulations  shall  be  defrayed  as 
expenses  for  general  county  purposes. 

(2)  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  a patient 
in  a hospital  provided  by  the  county  council  (so  far  as 
the  same  is  not  paid  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  patient)  shall 
be  an  expense  for  special  county  purposes  chargeable  on 
the  district  from  which  the  patient  is  admitted  to  the 
hospital. 

(3)  If  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  made  by 
the  county  council  under  these  regulations  a patient 
affected  with  smallpox  shall  be  admitted  from  a district 
to  a hospital  not  provided  by  the  county  council,  any 
charge  paid  by  the  county  council  in  respect  of  the 
reception  of  that  patient  in  the  hospital  shall  be  an 
expense  for  special  county  purposes,  chargeable  on  the 
district  from  which  the  patient  is  admitted  to  the 
hospital. 

(4)  The  clerk  of  the  county  council  shall,  within 
28  days  after  the  expiration  of  each  half-year,  transmit 
to  the  clerk  to  the  council  of  every  district  an  account 
showing  in  respect  of  each  patient  removed  to  hospital 
from  that  district  : — 

(a)  the  name  and  address  of  the  patient  ; 

(h)  the  number  of  days  in  the  half-year  during  which 
the  patient  has  remained  in  the  hospital  ; and 
(c)  the  amount  due  from  the  council  of  the  district, 
after  giving  credit  for  any  sum  paid  to  the 
county  council  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  patient. 

(5)  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  patients  shall 
include  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  maintenance  and 


19 


care  of  the  patients  in  a hospital,  and  in  their  medical 
treatment,  and  clothing,  and  in  their  conveyance  to  and 
from  the  hospital,  and  if  any  patient  dies  in  the  hospital, 
the  cost  of  the  funeral  and  burial,  and  shall  also  include, 
during  any  day  on  which  a patient  has  been  in  the 
hospital,  the  remuneration  and  rations  of  temporary 
nurses,  but  shall  not  include  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the 
hospital,  or  to  the  fittings  and  furniture  thereof,  or  the 
salaries,  remuneration  or  rations  of  the  officers  or  servants, 
other  than  temporary  nurses,  or  the  cost  of  lighting  or 
heating  the  hospital. 

Duties  of  medical  officer  of  health  of  a district. 

5.  The  medical  officer  of  health  of  a district,  on 
becoming  aware  that  a person  in  the  district  is  affected 
with  smallpox,  and  that  accommodation  for  the  isolation 
and  treatmxcnt  of  the  person  is  not  available  in  any 
hospital  to  which  the  council  of  the  district  are  entitled 
to  send  persons  suffering  from  smallpox,  shall  imme- 
diately report  the  case  to  the  county  medical  officer  of 
health,  and  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to 
secure  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  the  patient  in  such 
hospital  as  may  be  directed  by  the  county  medical  officer 
of  health. 

Short  title  and  commencement. 

6.  These  regulations  may  be  cited  as  the  County 
of  Durham  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Smallpox) 
Regulations,  1927,  and  shall  come  into  operation  on  the 
date  hereof. 

Given  under  the  official  seal  of  tue  Minister  of  Health 
this  Fourth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

E.  TUDOR  OWEN, 

Assistant  Secretary, 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Although  the  powers  given  to  the  County  Council  under  the 
Regulations  were  never  officially  enforced  they  were  extremely 
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valuable  in  inducing  local  authorities,  in  whose  districts  smallpox 
was  epidemic,  to  utilise  available  hospital  accommodation  in 
sanitary  areas  such  as  Middlesbrough  and  Darlington  situated 
outside  the  administrative  county,  and  it  also  facilitated  the 
arrangements  for  pooling  the  smallpox  hospital  accommodation 
in  the  administrative  county  itself. 

In  February,  1927,  a conference  of  local  authorities  in  the 
administrative  county  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Durham,  with 
the  object  of  urging  the  Government  to  give  grants  towards  the 
expenses  of  local  authorities  in  dealing  with  the  smallpox  out- 
break in  their  districts.  The  conference  was  convened  by  the 
Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Council  and  representa- 
tives from  the  County  Council  and  from  twenty-one  urban  and 
rural  district  councils  attended.  The  Chairman  of  the  County 

Health  Committee  informed  the  conference  that  the  County 
{ 

Council  representatives  had  no  authority  to  pledge  support  or 
even  to  approach  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  matter  and  the 
County  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  also  informed  the  conference 
that  he  saw  serious  objections  to  the  proposals.  The  following 
resolution  was  adopted,  which,  however,  was  not  supported  by 
the  County  Council  : — 

“ That  this  Conference  convened  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering ways  and  means  as  to  combating  the  scourge  of 
smallpox  and  consisting  of  accredited  representatives  of 
hfteen  Urban  District  Councils  and  six  Rural  District 
Councils  in  the  County  of  Durham,  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  charge  ought  to  fall  upon  the  National 
Exchequer,  and  not  locally,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : 

‘‘  Because  it  was  brought  into  our  several  distiicts  from 
outside  ; 

“ Because  we  have  done  everything  possible  to  secure  the 
health  of  our  several  districts  ; 

“ Because  we  have  been  handicapped  ever  since  the  war 
with  regard  to  rating  and  in  regard  to  everything  in 
our  work  ; 

“ Because  if  the  burden  falls  locally  we  shall  be  greatly 
hampered  a very  long  time  to  come  with  regard  to 
putting  our  districts  in  good  order.” 
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Table  showing  the  notifications  of,  and  deaths  from  Smallpox, 

during  the  six  years  1922-1927. 


Table  7. 


District. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

Deaths, 

1926. 

1927. 

Deaths, 

1927. 

Urban  Districts. 
Durham  Borough  ... 

4 

2 

9 

49 

Hartlepool 

. • . 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

5 

. . . 

13 

4 4 

Jarrow 

• • . 

• • • 

• . . 

1 

222 

• 4 4 

354 

1 

Stockton  ,, 

2 

23 

*4 

5 

. ♦ • 

4 4 4 

12 

4 4 4 

Annheld  Plain  

• > • 

... 

• • • 

5 

45 

4 4 4 

159 

... 

Barnard  Castle  

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Benfieldside  

... 

... 

• « • 

4 

3 

... 

3 

... 

Billingham  

• . . 

♦ « • 

6 

10 

3 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

Bishop  Auckland  ... 

. . » 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

17 

4 4 4 

Blaydon  

• . • 

2 

1 

411 

410 

2 

18 

4 4 4 

Brandon  and 

Bvshottles  

19 

710 

1 

255 

2 

Chester-le-Street 

... 

22 

112 

127 

2 

Consett  

... 

9 

4 

19 

Crook  

... 

3 

211 

176 

i 

Felling  

... 

• • • 

1 

20 

133 

1 

Hebburn 

... 

• • • 

• • » 

76 

56 

3 

Hetton-le-Hole  

2 

429 

262 

1 

Houghton-le-Spring 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

109 

i 

57 

4 4 4 

Leadgate  

• • • 

• • • 

19 

17 

8 

4 4 4 

Ryton  

• • • 

• • • 

90 

26 

... 

3 

... 

Seaham  Harbour  ... 

2 

7 

20 

Shildon  

110 

271 

i 

Southwick-on-Wear 

7 

3 

1 

Spennymoor  

• • • 

... 

... 

123 

69 

Stanhope  

• • • 

• « • 

... 

... 

Stanley  

1 

37 

421 

21  i 

1 

Tanfieid  

... 

2 

60 

36 

Tow  Law 

19 

20 

Washington  

5 

5 

Whickham  

24 

87 

10 

Willington  

2 

1 

170 

117 

Rural  Districts. 
Auckland 

18 

190 

392 

1 

Barnard  Castle  

3 

15 

C hester-le-Street  . . . 

1 

(39 

428 

1 

2 

647 

2 

Darlington  

7 

• ...  i 

7 

Durham  

1 

109 

141 

Ea.sington  

... 

57 

576 

2 i 

418 

Hartlepool  

• • • 

1 

10 

Houghton  

... 

1 

42 

253 

1 

112 

Ban  Chester  

♦ ♦ • 

(54 

528 

2 

212 

Sedgefield  

... 

1 

219 

319 

i 

South  Shields  

12 

342 

1 

Stockton  

2 

1 

Sunderland 

4 

54 

47 

2 

Weardale  

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Administrative 

County 

4 

37 

1 

1 

21 

97(5 

5791 

11 

5101 

19 

* 1 Death. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  disease  showed  a further  deciease,  the  number  of 
notifications  received  during  the  past  few  years  being  1924  — 
4,096,  1925  — 3,335,  1926  — 2,438,  and  1927  — 1,821.  The 
death-rate  for  1927  being  0-02  per  1,000  population.  The  type 
of  the  disease  continued  to  be  very  mild,  the  case  mortality 
being  only  1-4  per  cent. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  increased  from 
653  during  1926  to  950  during  the  year  under  review,  wtiile 
the  death-rate  increased  from  0-06  to  0-07  per  1,000  population, 
which  is  equal  to  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  case 
mortality  was  equal  to  7 per  cent.  Without  doubt  this  mortality 
could  be  still  further  greatly  reduced  if  antitoxin  was  more 
promptly  and  systematically  utilized.  The  disease  was  very 
widely  distributed  and  cases  were  notified  from  every  sanitary 
district  in  the  administrative  county. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  was  a further  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications 
received  in  respect  of  enteric  fever,  the  figures  for  the  past  four 
years  being  : 1924  — 91,  1925  — 78,  1926  — 54,  and  1927  — 44. 
There  was  also  a reduction  in  the  deaths  registered,  there  being 
11  in  1926  and  9 during  the  past  year,  while  the  case  mortality 
was  equal  to  20*4  per  cent.  The  cases  were  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  administrative  county,  the  largest  number  of 
cases  (8)  being  notified  from  the  Chester-le-Street  rural  district. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

There  was  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  notified  from  51  in  1926  to  43  during  the  past 
year,  while  the  deaths  numbered  16,  which  is  exactly  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year.  Full  enquiries  are  made  into  all  these 
deaths,  as  well  as  all  deaths  due  to  “ Other  accidents  and 
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diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  ” by  members  of  my  staff, 
and  reports  are  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their 
information. 

Notifications  to  the  number  of  121  were  received  in  respect 
of  puerperal  pyrexia,  this  being  the  first  complete  ^^ear  for  which 
notifications  were  received.  In  accordance  with  the  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  192G,  several  cases 
were  admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Princess  Mary  iMaternity 
Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  with  which  institution  the  County 
Council  have  an  arrangement,  but  no  request  was  received  for 
(1)  a second  opinion  on  any  case,  (2)  nursing  assistance, 
(3)  bacteriological  examination  of  blood,  etc. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  approved 
the  appointment  of  three  consulting  obstetricians  who  could  be 
called  in  to  give  a second  opinion,  and  the  County  Council,  also 
with  the  approval  of  the  iMinistry  of  Health,  appointed  an  emer- 
gency nurse,  her  duties  also  to  include  work  under  the  Midwives 
Acts. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  in  the  adminis- 
trative county  decreased  from  198  in  1926  to  176  during  the 
year  under  review,  while  the  number  during  the  year  in  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  area  of  the  county  {i.e.,  the 
administrative  county  less  the  urban  districts  of  Hartlepool, 
J arrow,  Stockton  and  Whickham)  was  148.  The  supervision  of 
such  cases  was  carefully  carried  out  by  my  staff,  and  wherever 
possible  hospital  treatment  was  provided,  and  during  the  year 
30  cases  received  in-patient  and  13  out-patient  treatment  at 
hospitals.  Midwives  practising  in  the  administrative  county 
continued  to  be  supplied  with  a suitable  silver  preparation  for 
instilling  into  the  eyes  of  all  children  born  in  their  practice,  and 
every  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  reported  by  midwives  was 
enquired  into  by  the  County  Midwives  Inspector.  The  health 
visitors  are  also  instructed  to  report  all  cases  of  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  in  newly-born  children,  and  details  of  sticli  cases  will 
be  found  on  page  (46), 
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ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

Notifications  of  this  disease  decreased  from  52  in  1926  to 
33  during  the  past  year,  whereas  the  deaths  registered  numbered 
37,  which  bears  out  my  statement  in  a previous  report  that 
quite  a number  of  cases  of  this  disease  are  not  notified.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  no  criterion  of  its  serious- 
ness, as  in  a large  number  of  cases  who  recover  from  the  acute 
condition  a very  large  proportion  develop  very  marked  mental 
defects. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  no  serious  epidemic  of  this  disease  in  any 
particular  area  during  the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  registered, 
which  were  distributed  over  practically  the  whole  of  the 
administrative  county,  increased  from  35  in  1926  to  187  in  1927, 
the  death-rate  rising  correspondingly  from  0*03  to  0T9  per 
1,000  population,  as  compared  with  0-09  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  county  statistics  indicate  that  even  during  epidemic 
prevalence  the  mortality  from  measles  has  very  markedly 
declined  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  I am  quite  satisfied  that 
this  marked  saving  of  life  is  largely  the  result  of  the  greater 
attention  given  to  personal  hygiene  resulting  from  the  establish- 
ment of  welfare  centres  and  the  home  visits  by  the  health 
visitors. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  was  a large  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  from  whooping  cough  from  238  in  1926  to  98  during 
the  year  under  review,  the  death-rates  being  equal  to  0-2  per 
1,000  population  in  1926  and  OTO  in  1927,  while  for  England 
and  Wales  the  rate  was  0-09.  The  largest  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  the  urban  districts  of  Jarrow  (15)  and  Hebburn  (13), 
and  the  rural  district  of  Easington  (16). 
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DIARRHCEA  (under  2 years  of  age). 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 
was  139,  compared  with  252  in  the  previous  year,  the  death-rate 
per  1,000  population  being  equal  to  0-14  as  compared  with  0*25 
in  1926,  while  the  rate  per  1,000  births  registered  was  7-0  in 
1927,  as  compared  with  11-1  in  the  previous  year.  The 
diarrhoeal  death-rate  during  1927  was  the  lowest  on  record. 
There  has  been  a remarkable  decline  in  the  diarrhoeal  death-rate 
during  recent  years,  partly  due  to  favourable  climatic  conditions, 
but  more  particularly  to  improved  environmental  conditions 
and  to  greater  attention  to  personal  health.  The  substitution 
of  motor  transport  for  horse-drawn  traffic  with  the  consequent 
reduction  in  manure  dumps  ; and  the  dustless  roads,  have  also 
in  my  opinion,  exercised  a favourable  influence. 

INFLUENZA. 

Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  496,  equal  to  a death- 
rate  of  0-50  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  246  in  the 
previous  year,  when  the  death-rate  was  0-25.  Of  the  496  deaths 
registered  322  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  agreement  between  the  County  Council  and  the  Bac- 
teriological Department  of  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle- 
on-lyne,  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  the  following 
tables  show  the  number  of  specimens  submitted  for  examination 
with  their  results. 


Table  8. 


Number  of 
Specimens 
submitted. 

Positiv'e. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive. 

Diphtheria  

738 

165 

557 

16 

Enteric  Fever 

36 

(See  Table 

below) . 

PhthisLs  

2454 

578 

1876 

• — 

Totals  

3228 

743 

2433 

16 
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Enteric  Fever. 


Number  of 

Specimens 

submitted. 

Result  of  Typhosus  Test. 

Result  of  Paratyphosus  Test. 

Positive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Incon- 

clusive. 

Posi 

tive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Incon- 

clusive. 

1 

36 

6 

30 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

V 

B 

1 

24 

1 

8 

8 

2 

2 

... 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  bacteriological 
examinations  were  used  in  connection  with  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Department  : — - 


Table  9. 


Examination. 

No. 

Spirochetes  

37 

Gonococci  

793 

\\  assermann 

2234 

Other  Examinations  — ■ 

Comp.  Fixation  Test  

15 

C S.  Fluid  (Wassermann)  

11 

Do.  (General)  

2 

Urine  for  detection  of  Gonococci 

32 

Ascitic  Fluid  for  the  Wassermann  Re-action 

1 

MALIGNANT  DISEASES  (CANCER,  Etc.). 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during  the  year  was  973, 
a decrease  of  13  on  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  was  0-98 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  0-99  in  1926. 

By  far  the  larger  proportion  of  deaths  occur  from  cancer 
at  ages  over  45  years,  when  the  various  organs  of  the  body  are 
showing  signs  of  wear  and  tear,  and  m females  tend  to  undergo 
degenerative  changes  owing  to  the  organs  having  reached  an  age 
when  their  natural  functions  are  no  longer  active. 
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The  following  table  gives  comparative  statistics  in  respect 
of  cancer  mortality  for  the  administrative  county  and  England 
and  Wales  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Table  10. 


Year. 

Durham 

County. 

England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

191S 

005 

0-72 

41,227 

1-22 

1919 

734 

0-79 

42,114 

M4 

1920 

752 

0-80 

43,087 

MO 

1921 

773 

0-81 

40,022 

1-21 

1922 

837 

0-80 

40,903 

D23 

1923 

895 

0-92 

48,008 

1-41 

1924 

888 

0-89 

50,389 

1-30 

1925 

915 

0-92 

51,939 

1-33 

1920 

98() 

0-99 

53.220 

D30 

1927 

973 

0-98 

54,078 

E38 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

It  will  be  noted  from  Table  (11)  that  the  number  of  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  is  1,921,  which  is  exactly  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  As  there  was  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  births  registered  for  the  year  under  review  we 
are  met  witli  an  increased  infantile  mortality,  viz.,  96  per  1,000 
births,  as  compared  with  84  for  the  previous  year.  This  serves 
to  emphasize  the  view  that  too  much  reliance  must  not  be  placed 
upon  health  statistics  covering  any  one  year,  but  that  a truer 
estimate  of  the  conditions  prevailing  can  only  be  better  obtained 
by  taking  a quinquennial  period.  The  quinquennial  periods 
ended  1926  and  1927  give  the  infant  mortality  rate  as  93  for 
both  periods. 
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Table  11. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Rate  per 
1,000  births. 

^lean  of  the  10  years. 
1908  - 1917 

28,222 

3,707 

131 

1918 

23,046 

2,742 

119 

1919 

23,529 

2,711 

115 

1920 

30,771 

3,310 

107 

1921 

28,361 

3,113 

109 

1922 

25,024 

2,479 

99 

1923 

24,987 

2,161 

86 

1924 

25,130 

2,443 

97 

1925 

23,716 

2,399 

101 

1920 

22,802 

1,921 

84 

1927 

19,941 

1,921 

96 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  .department 
developed  during  the  year,  although  no  new  centres  were  estab- 
lished, the  increased  work  being  met  by  instituting  additional 
sessions  at  the  existing  centres. 

The  following  is  a table  showing  the  attendances  made  at 
the  sixty-one  welfare  centres,  of  which  thirty-three  are  county 
centres  and  tw^enty-eight  voluntary  centres,  the  latter  being 
marked  with  a (double  dagger)  The  centres  at  wTich  ante- 
natal sessions  are  held  are  marked  with  a (dagger)  j. 
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Table  12. 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres,  1927. 


Babies  under  1 Year. 


Children  over  1 Year. 


Expectant  Mothers. 


CENTRE. 

No.  on  Books. 

Attendance. 

Average  No.  1 

per  week.  1 

* Consult. 

Average  No. 

per  week. 

No.  on  Books. 

Attendance. 

Average  No. 

per  week. 

1 

Consult. 

1 

Average  No. 

, per  week. 

1 

' No.  on  Books. 

I 

Attendance.  j 

Average  No. 

per  week. 

Consult. 

Average  No. 

per  week.  j 

tAnnfield  Plain 

181 

1763 

34 

1581 

31 

474 

2035 

40 

I860 

36 

97 

1 

l237 

‘ 9 

237 

9 

+Barnard  Castle 

30 

161 

6 

143 

6 

41 

340 

15 

265 

11 

. . • 

.. 

JBillingham  

30 

701 

15 

325 

7 

147 

1222 

25 

447 

10 

1 

24 

24 

tBirtley  

181 

1787 

35 

1638 

32 

796 

2529 

50 

2291 

45 

180 

496 

10 

483 

9 

Cockton  Hill,  Bishop 

Auckland  

126 

1351 

27 

1118 

22 

354 

1376 

28 

1243 

25 

48 

141 

3 

138 

3 

Town  Head,  Bishop 

Auckland  

48 

519 

10 

439 

9 

201 

980 

18 

744 

16 

17 

21 

21 

County  Maternity  Home 

. . . 

. • 

. . . 

. « 

. . 

♦ . • 

« • • 

164 

332 

13 

294 

12 

tBlackhill  

117 

755 

16 

593 

25 

63 

669 

15 

557 

24 

9 

64 

1 

64 

3 

tBlaydon  

159 

1420 

28 

1238 

26 

413 

1463 

30 

1312 

27 

76 

174 

7 

174 

7 

fBoldon  

65 

887 

18 

803 

17 

175 

756 

16 

707 

15 

41 

117 

3 

115 

3 

Brandon  

82 

392 

16 

361 

15 

176 

288 

11 

268 

11 

12 

27 

1 

26 

1 

JBurnhope 

29 

282 

12 

196 

8 

44 

162 

6 

117 

5 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Burnopfield  

56 

466 

12 

449 

12 

108 

425 

11 

419 

11 

16 

46 

i 

46 

i 

Castletown  

35 

258 

10 

234 

9 

114 

302 

11 

296 

12 

14 

46 

1 

46 

1 

Chester-le-Street 

111 

876 

17 

820 

16 

210 

572 

12 

542 

11 

34 

29 

28 

:j:Chilton  

57 

615 

16 

481 

12 

131 

382 

9 

293 

7 

15 

32 

i 

22 

tJChopwell  

112 

1012 

32 

890 

27 

101 

1082 

34 

982 

30 

91 

254 

10 

250 

10 

Cockfield  

73 

539 

22 

408 

18 

91 

377 

16 

271 

13 

11 

19 

1 

15 

tConsett 

240 

1569 

30 

1462 

28 

550 

1498 

29 

1315 

26 

81 

204 

5 

199 

5 

Coundon  

87 

634 

17 

497 

14 

225 

484 

14 

410 

12 

16 

25 

1 

25 

1 

1 Cox hoe  

79 

517 

13 

456 

11 

193 

430 

10 

384 

10 

8 

28 

1 

28 

1 

JCraghead  

55 

503 

21 

495 

21 

127 

398 

17 

391 

17 

28 

64 

3 

62 

3 

t^Crawcrook  

99 

376 

31 

349 

29 

260 

312 

25 

293 

23 

33 

76 

3 

74 

3 

t Crook  

127 

1058 

21 

800 

16 

381 

1207 

34 

1030 

30 

62 

178 

7 

173 

7 

t Durham  

195 

1772 

35 

1649 

33 

298 

622 

18 

572 

16 

115 

278 

8 : 

264 

8 

t^Easington  

83 

959 

22 

866 

21 

201 

396 

11 

357 

10 

22 

68 

2J 

68  ! 

2 

lEsh  Winning  

80 

722 

17 

610 

15 

259 

731 

21 

663 

18 

27 

70 

9 ' 

69  . 

2 

tFelling  

161 

2594 

51 

2427 

48 

452 

1630 

40 

1534 

38 

68 

191 

5 ! 

184 

5 

tFerryhill  

98 

938 

21 

776 

18 

314 

925 

21 

836 

19 

77 

184 

7 

184  ' 

7 

J Grange  Villa 

136 

704 

28 

639 

25 

229 

528 

21 

490 

20 

43 

82 

3 ( 

82  , 

3 

t Haver  ton  Hill  

100 

1218 

24 

752 

16 

108 

1069 

21 

501 

10 

22 

63 

1 

37  . 

1 

JHetton  

140 

1131 

24 

827 

18 

290 

482 

11 

378 

8 

28 

24 

24  i 

1 Horden 

139 

1217 

24 

1177 

23 

310 

1055 

22 

1017 

21 

20 

43 

i 1 

43  1 

1 

{Houghton-le-Spring  ... 

340 

2822 

55 

2354 

45 

1039 

2510 

48 

2316 

45 

126 

338 

6 

330 

6 

jhangley  Park  

38 

297 

13 

275 

12 

123 

273 

12 

257 

11 

7 

14 

i 

1^  , 

+ Middleton-St.-George  ... 

12 

263 

11 

83 

4 

72 

799 

34 

161 

8 

1 

Murton  

103 

755 

31 

728 

30 

159 

367 

15 

359. 

15 

48 

118 

4 

118 

4 

Richard  Murray  Hosp’l 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

. . • 

• • 

184 

692 

15  1 

692 

15 

tl  Rowlands  Gill 

59 

664 

23 

600 

21 

335 

944 

33 

888 

30 

28 

72 

2, 

71 

2 

Ryhope  

79 

635 

17 

605 

16 

146 

585 

17 

560 

16 

6 

18 

1 

18 

1 

liSacriston  

97 

777 

16 

745 

15 

238 

713 

15 

708 

15 

41 

129 

3 

127 

o 

tSeaham  Harbour 

159 

1433 

31 

1313 

29 

341 

1069 

23  . 

1021 

22 

60 

136 

3 

134 

3 

IShildon 

148 

1429 

24 

1048 

18 

445 

1383 

26 

1099 

19 

45 

105 

5 

103 

5 

tShotley  Bridge 

43 

378 

9 

270 

12 

110 

297 

8 

215 

10 

2 

15 

14 

■^'Shotton  

109 

892 

27 

861 

28 

226 

667 

21 

648 

21 

29 

64 

2 

64 

2 

t l^Silksworth  

91 

460 

16 

310 

17 

98 

246 

8 

206 

11 

23 

57 

2 

57 

*> 

iSouthwick  

230 

1143 

24 

486 

11 

135 

676 

14 

261 

6 

7 

4 

4 

;Spennvmoor  

179 

1704 

35 

1539 

32 

517 

1888 

40 

1774 

39 

92 

294 

8 

273 

8 

JStanhope  

18 

128 

5 

114 

4 

59 

271 

11 

214 

8 

1 

5 

5 

Stanlev,  Crook 

32 

225 

9 

177 

7 

92 

275 

11 

09/2 

9 

8 

14 

14 

Stillington  

13 

115 

5 

115 

5 

39 

157 

157 

7 

5 

8 

8 

JTrimdon  

90 

576 

11 

389 

14 

184 

312 

6 

232 

8 

40 

84 

2 

84 

2 

Tan  field  Lea 

42 

552 

21 

492 

19 

166 

687 

27 

645 

26 

26 

82 

3 

82 

3 

t^Washington  

206 

1832 

39 

1022 

22 

437 

1216 

26 

837 

18 

63 

163 

3 

157 

3 

+West  Stanley  

338 

2222 

45 

1947 

40 

562 

1917 

40 

1769 

36 

120 

9.^)9. 

13 

271 

i2 

West  Auckland  

79 

495 

20 

339 

14 

217 

550 

23 

396 

17 

7 

8 

8 

i'fow  Law  

37 

287 

P2 

248 

10 

137 

559 

23 

506 

21 

9 

15 

1 

15 

1 

t Wheatley  Hill 

87 

729 

17 

496 

16 

182 

426 

11 

335 

13 

17 

29 

1 

29 

1 

Whitburn 

20 

280 

11 

269 

10 

82 

274 

11 

258 

11 

12 

28 

1 

26 

1 

JWillington  

74 

632 

16 

313 

14 

174 

479 

13 

287 

12 

15 

33 

1 

30 

1 

+ Wingate  

80 

539 

13 

462 

11 

161 

381 

10 

367 

10 

45 

114 

3 

114 

3 

J Wit  ton  Park 

75 

864 

21 

613 

16 

277 

1042 

28 

911 

23 

9 

7 

7 

JWolsingham  

3 

62 

2 

61 

2 

31 

159 

7 

156 

6 

4 

10 

... 

10 

• • • 

TOTALS  

6192 

52886 

1284 

43373 

1122 

14620 

48003 

1250 

40550 

1080 

2556j6580 

189 

6579 

186 

a No  returns  received  for  Jan.  - June.  X Voluntary  Centres. 

b No  returns  received  for  Oct.,  Nov.  and  Dec.  t Ante-natal  sessions  held. 
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Welfare  Medical  Staff. 

Dr.  Mabel  G.  Brodie  terminated  her  appointment  as  Senior 
Welfare  Medical  Officer  on  the  12th  February  and  Dr.  Mary  E. 
Howie  was  promoted  to  hll  her  place  and  commenced  duty  on 
the  14th  February. 

Dr.  B.  A.  M.  Henderson  left  the  service  of  the  County  Council 
on  the  31st  July  and  Drs.  James  and  Eleanor  C.  McIntosh  on 
the  5th  August. 

The  vacancies  on  the  staff  were  filled  by  Drs.  Elizabeth 
Bainbridge  and  Madge  Hopper,  who  commenced  duty  on  1st 
May  and  25th  July  respectively  ; and  Drs.  Lilian  Watt  and 
Ph3/lhs  Lunn,  whose  terms  of  office  started  on  1st  September. 

C en  tres — N ew  Premises . 

During  the  year  it  was  found  in  some  cases  that  the  premises 
of  the  welfare  centres  were  inconvenient  and  inadequate,  and 
various  changes  to  remedy  these  conditions  were  made. 

Ante-natal  Work. 

The  ante-natal  work  at  the  centres  is  steadily  increasing. 
Wherever  a centre  is  open  a whole  day  per  fortnight  the  medical 
officer  in  charge  endeavours  to  set  apart  one  half-day  session 
per  month  for  this  special  branch  of  the  work.  It  is  found  the 
expectant  mothers  appreciate  a special  ante-natal  session  and 
attend  more  readily.  The  mothers  and  the  general  public  are 
beginning  to  realise  that  skilled  ante-natal  care  should  be  one 
factor  in  lessening  the  maternal  mortality  rate. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  welfare  medical 
officers  decided  to  make,  as  far  as  possible,  special  reports  on 
their  ante-natal  work  at  their  various  centres.  This  has  been 
rather  difficult  owing  to  so  many  changes  in  the  staff  which  has 
broken  the  continuity  of  the  various  doctors'  attendances  at  the 
centres. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  541  ante-natal  cases,  chiefly 
from  centres  at  Birtley,  Durham,  Houghton-le-Spring,  Spenny- 
moor,  Ferryhill  and  Stanley,  of  which  the  results  of  the  termina- 
tion of  pregnancy  are  chiefly  known  ; — 
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Duration  of  pregnancy  at  Is/  attendance. 

Under  3 months 58 

3-6  „ 198 

6-9  271 

Not  ascertained  14 


541 


Ages  of  patients. 


Under  20  years 

23 

20-30  ,,  

240 

30-40  „ 

138 

40-50  , , 

16 

Not  ascertained  

124 

No.  of  pregnancy. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  15  16 


120  94  69  62  35  34  12  16  7 5 4 4 3 1 1 

No  record  : — 74, 


History  of  previous  deliveries. 

Normal.  Abnormal. 
249  160 


No  information. 

12 


Health  of  mothers. 

Healthy.  Not  healthv.  No  information. 
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Results. 

Normal  delivery...  377 


Instrumental  36 

Caesarean  section  1 

Induction  4 

Premature  labour  4 

Miscarriage 2 

Stillbirth 7 

Mal-presentation  9 

Retained  placenta  1 


116  122 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  2 
Hydramnios  (two  with 


stillbirths)  3 

Not  yet  delivered 53 

Other  complications 

B.B.A 

Removed  11 

No  information 21 


Ox  Ox 
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Arrangements  for  confinement. 

County  Maternity  Home  27 

Doctor  engaged  57 

Midwife  engaged 214 

Doctor  and  midwife  engaged 20 

Doctor  and  handywoman  engaged 1 

Richard  Murray  Hospital 9 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital 4 

Sunderland  Maternity  Home 5 

None  made  10 

No  data 120 

B.B.A 10 

Removed  11 

Not  yet  delivered 53 

Histories  of  previous  miscarriages  and  abortions  43 

Do.  do.  stillbirths  25 

Do.  do.  premature  births  11 


Five  patients  were  sent  to  hospital  for  induction,  and  one 
for  cassarean  section. 


The  following  diseases  and  conditions  were  those  most  usually 
found  in  the  patients  who  came  for  ante-natal  examina- 
tion : — 


Anaemia 99 

Vomiting  70 

Dental  caries 240 

Goitre 7 

Cardiac  (functional 
and  organic)  ...  45 

Bronchitis 6 

Tuberculosis 5 

Albuminuria 32 

Venereal  diseases  4 
Varicose  veins  ...  101 
Haemorrhoids  ...  13 

Epileptic  fits 3 


Yellow  Vaginal  Discharge  10 


Impacted  Gravid  Uterus  1 

Appendicitis 2 

Placenta  Praevia 1 

Diabetes  1 

Respiratory 8 

Malpresentations 

(rectified)  20 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  6 

Hydramnios 2 

Some  degree  of  pelvic 

contraction  27 

Other  conditions 349 
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General  remarks. 

The  continued  adverse  economic  conditions  are  in  many 
ways  detrimental  to  the  work  at  the  welfare  centres.  Many  of 
them  are  overcrowded  by  people  who  look  upon  the  centres  as 
places  merely  for  the  purposes  of  relief.  Some  mothers  who 
attend  solely  for  advice  and  help  do  not  attend  as  regularly  as 
desirable  on  account  of  the  discomfort  caused  bv  the  over- 
crowded  conditions.  Many  are  unable  to  proht  to  the  fullest 
extent  by  the  advice  given  because  of  lack  of  means  or  lack  of 
ability  to  obtain  the  type  of  food  advised. 

The  welfare  medical  officers  again  emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  mothers  fail  to  bring  the  pre-school  (1-5  years)  children  to 
the  centres  in  anything  like  adequate  numbers,  and  where  they 
do  attend,  in  many  cases  it  is  only  at  long  intervals. 

The  welfare  medical  officers  report  that  the  mothers  are 
paying  more  attention  to  dental  hygiene  both  for  themselves 
and  their  children.  Unfortunately,  lack  of  means  frequently 
prevents  necessary  visits  to  the  dentist. 

Summary  of  special  activities  of  Voluntary  Committees. 

The  voluntary  committees  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts 
and  have  rendered  most  valuable  help  during  the  past  year. 

Teas,  Christmas  trees,  and  entertainments  were  arranged 
and  given  by  the  voluntary  committees  at  most  of  the  centres, 
it  being  felt  that  owing  to  financial  stress  many  mothers  would 
have  very  little  in  the  way  of  Christmas  festivities. 

Mothers  were  assisted  with  payment  for  artihcial  dentures, 
fares  were  paid  to  various  hospitals,  maternity  homes,  and  the 
E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home  ; boots  and  clothes  were 
supplied  to  mothers  and  children  to  enable  them  to  attend 
hospital  or  go  to  the  Convalescent  Home.  Artificial  sunlight  and 
dental  treatments  have  been  paid  for  a number  of  children. 
Invalid  carriages  have  been  bought  for  loan  to  crij)ples,  and 
prams  have  been  acquired  and  loaned  to  mothers. 

Mothers  not  eligible  for  the  E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent 
Home  have  been  sent  away  for  rest  and  change  ; spectacles  have 
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been  supplied  to  children  ; and  prizes  have  been  given  at  some 
centres  foi  best  attenders  and  to  children  who  have  attended  up 
to  school  age  ; while  donations  have  also  been  given  to  the 
Matron  of  the  E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inmates. 

The  Horden  Voluntary  Committee  has  had  the  welfare 
premises  enlarged  at  its  own  expense  and  presented  the  addi- 
tional loom  to  the  County  Council. 

The  premises  at  the  Seaham  Harbour  centre  are  also  being 
extended  at  the  expense  of  the  voluntary  committee.  The 
voluntary  committee  at  Houghton-le-Spring  has  equipped  the 
centre  with  all  the  apparatus  necessary  for  ultra-violet  ray 
treatment,  which  was  commenced  in  September.  The  extra 
equipment  for  the  new  premises  at  Chester-le-Street  was  almost 
entirely  supplied  by  the  voluntary  committee. 

Dental  Clinics. 

There  are  at  present  five  voluntary  dental  clinics,  viz.  : — 


Durham  fortnightly  session. 

Consett  monthly  ,, 

Houghton-le-Spring  fortnightly  ,, 

Horden  fortnightly  ,,  from  June. 

Shildon  monthly  ,, 


Mothers  from  neighbouring  centres  are  able  to  attend  on 
payment  of  a capitation  fee,  and  the  following  is  a table  showing 
the  number  of  cases  treated  ; — 


Table  13. 


Centre. 

Nursing  and 
Expectant  Mothers. 

Children  under 

5 years. 

Attendances 
of  Dentist. 

Houghton-le-Spring 

398 

115 

22 

Shildon 

386 

23 

13 

Burham  

257 

29 

26 

Consett 

244 

234 

12 

Horden 

61 

31 

8 
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It  is  hoped  shortly  to  open  voluntary  dental  clinics  at  West 
Stanley,  Trimdon,  Bishop  Auckland,  Birtley  and  Seaham  Harbour. 

Dental  Campaign. 

A specially  concerted  effort  has  been  made  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  mothers  at  the  centres  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  general  public,  to  the  importance  of  dental  hygiene  and  the 
prevention  of  dental  caries  and  oral  sepsis.  For  this  purpose 
dental  films,  lantern  slides  and  illustrative  posters  have  been 
lent,  and  leaflets  supplied  by  the  Dental  Board  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Twenty  thousand  leaflets  were  distributed,  chiefly 
by  the  health  visitors,  to  the  mothers  either  at  the  centres  or  in 
their  homes.  Special  addresses,  illustrated  by  posters  and 
diagrams,  have  been  given  by  the  welfare  medical  staff  at 
practically  all  the  centres. 

With  the  help  of  the  voluntary  committees,  who  arranged 
with  cinema  managers,  special  dental  films  were  shown  at  Birtley, 
Bishop  Auckland,  Burnopfield,  Chester-le-Street,  Coxhoe,  Cock- 
field,  Crook,  Chopwell,  Coundon,  Durham,  Esh  Winning,  Ferryhill, 
Haverton  Hill,  Silksworth,  Shildon,  Sacriston,  Spennymoor,  Tow 
Law,  Willington  and  Witton  Park,  and  in  most  cases  a lecture  was 
also  given.  These  film  showings  were  free  to  the  mothers  and 
some  of  the  cinema  proprietors  kindly  lent  their  picture  houses 
for  the  occasion,  but  where  a charge  was  made  the  voluntary 
committee  bore  the  expense. 

Lantern  lectures  and  lectures  illustrated  by  posters  were 
given  in  many  districts. 

In  order  to  reach  as  many  of  the  general  public  as  possible 
cinema  managers  were  approached  by  the  various  secretaries  of 
the  voluntary  committees  and  health  visitors  and  asked  to  show’ 
a dental  film  during  the  evening  performance.  This  the  cinema 
proprietors  practically  without  exception  willingly  consented  to 
do,  and  in  this  way  thousands  of  the  young  adults  in  tlie  county 
were  reached. 
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Maternal  Mortality  Enquiry. 

During  the  year  100  enquiries  were  made  in  respect  of 
maternal  deaths  of  which  the  details  are  as  follows  : — 


Ages. 

Under  20  5 

20-29  38 

30-39  46 

40-50  10 

No  record 1 


Parity. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  20 


21  9 11  6 10  5 7 2 2 7 2 1 1 

No  record  : — 16. 


Ante-natal  care. 

Fiom  doctor 27 

,,  midwife  7 

,,  clinic  6 


,,  doctor  and  centre  4 
N.B. — 17  were  cases  of  abortion. 


From  doctor  and 

midwife  1 

Nil  33 

No  information . . 22 


Urine  tested. — Tested 32 

Not  tested  33 

No  information 35 

Attended  by  doctor  

,,  doctor  and  midwife  present... 

,,  doctor  and  handy  woman 

,,  midwife 

,,  handy  woman  

B.B.A 

Undelivered  

No  information 


8 

15 

14 

15 
3 


4 


o 

19 


3? 

Miscarriages. 

Attended  by  doctor  and  midwife 2 

,,  doctor  1 

,,  doctor  and  handy  woman  2 

No  information 12 

Gestation. 

Full  time  47 

Premature 20 

Miscarriages  17 

Induced .• 2 

No  information 14 

Seventeen  instrumental  deliveries. 

Causes  of  death  in  cases  of  abortion. 

Sepsis 6 

Toxaemia  1 

Haemorrhage 3 

Chronic  disease 2 

Acute  disease  3 

Malignant  disease 2 

17 

Nursing  of  mother. 

Midwife 20 

District  nurse  3 

Handy  woman  or  friend 16 

Hospital 7 

Home  and  hospitid 12 

Died  at  time  of  deliver}^^ 17 

Undelivered  6 

No  information 19 

Condition  of  child. 

Born  alive 38 

Stillborn 24 

Abortion  17 

Not  born  6 

Since  died 8 

No  record 7 


Causes  of  Death. 

Puerperal  sepsis  

28 

Placenta  praevia 

3 

Eclampsia 

15 

Pulmonary  Embolism 

4 

Nephritis  of  pregnancy 

3 

Chronic  diseases  (car- 

Infective  kidneys  and 

diac,  renal,  pulmon- 

cystitis  

.1 

aiy,  including  tuber- 

Hyperemesis  Gravida- 

culosis)  

13 

rum 

3 

Acute  diseases  (chiefly 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  4 

pulmonary) 

12 

. Ante-partum  ,, 

3 

Miscellaneous 

11 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  the  age  period  30  - 39  and  were  amongst  primiparae. 

Post  Graduate  Lectures  to  Midwives. 

A course  of  six  lectures  was  given  to  midwives  in  various 
districts  by  members  of  the  welfare  medical  staff,  which  were 
much  appreciated  by  the  midwives  and  often  stimulated  con- 
siderable discussion  on  the  various  subjects  dealt  with. 

E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge. 

The  popularity  of  this  Home  continues  to  increase  and  con- 
stant applications  are  made  for  admission.  Owing  to  the  limited 
accommodation,  however,  there  is  always  a long  waiting  list. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Home  consists  not  only  in  the  great 
improvement  in  health  of  the  mothers  and  children  who  are 
enabled  to  stay  there,  but  it  is  also  a centre  for  teaching  practical 
mothercraft.  Test  feeding  for  the  babies  is  regularly  carried  out 
and  the  Matron  is  indefatigable  in  her  endeavour  to  teach  the 
mothers  lessons  that  they  may  carry  out  afterwards  in  their  own 
homes.  The  1-5  years  children  improve  to  a very  marked  degree 
not  only  physically  but  also  in  many  cases  in  habits  of  cleanliness 
and  regularity  with  regard  to  sleep,  rest  and  meals. 

Previously,  no  particular  records  were  kept  of  the  mothers 
and  children  after  they  had  been  discharged  from  the  Home, 
but  this  was  felt  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  it  was  decided  that  a 
special  effort  should  be  made  to  " follow  up  " these  cases.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  special  E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent 
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Home  registers  kept  at  each  of  the  centres.  The  Matron  supplies 
certain  information  with  regard  to  each  case  on  discharge  and 
the  condition  of  the  child  is  entered  in  the  register  at  each 
subsequent  attendance  at  the  welfare  centre,  a continuous  record 
thus  being  obtained. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  that  in  spite  of  the 
mothers  having  received  instructions  to  attend  with  their  children 
at  the  child  welfare  centres  on  discharge  from  the  Home  27  per 
cent,  failed  to  do  so.  The  Matron  is,  however,  endeavouring  to 
impress  on  the  mothers  the  importance  of  regular  attendance  at 
the  centres. 

Considerably  more  applications  are  being  received  from 
girls  wishing  to  train  at  the  Home.  The  applicants  are  of  a 
very  satisfactoiy  tj/pe.  Five  pupil  nurses  have  completed  their 
year’s  training  and  obtained  the  County  Council  certihcate  of 
efficiency  and  the  badge.  Seven  trainees  entered  for  the  National 
Society  of  Day  Nurseries  preliminary  and  six  for  the  inter- 
mediate examinations.  All  passed  creditably.  Two  nurses  were 
appointed  staff  nurses  at  the  Home  after  they  had  completed 
their  year’s  training.  The  medical  lectures  for  the  trainees  are 
given  by  a member  of  the  assistant  welfare  medical  staff. 

The  Resident  Medical  Officer  at  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital 
attends  any  case  of  illness  in  the  Home  and  any  cases  requiring 
surgical  operation  are  admitted  to  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital, 
Blackhill. 

Considering  the  condition  of  the  mothers  and  children  who 
are  admitted  to  the  Home  their  health  has,  on  the  whole,  been 
remarkably  good.  There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  chicken-pox 
in  April  and  the  Home  was  in  quarantine  for  three  weeks. 

The  following  were  the  admissions  and  discharges  during 
the  year : — 

Admitted.  Discharged.  In  at  end  of  year. 


Nursing  Mothers  ... 

78  ... 

75 

Babies  

83  ... 

80 

1-5  children  

123  ... 

128 
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Average  diiration  of  stay  in  Home. 

Nursing  mothers  20  days. 

Children  1-5  years  41  ,, 


The  following  is  the  report  of  the  dentist  attending  the 


Home  for  the  j/ear  1927  : — 

Visits 33 

Mothers  attended 80 

Children 36 

Extractions  for  mothers 286 

Scalings  for  mothers  15 

Extractions  for  children 51 

Scalings  for  children  1 

Silver  Nitrate  treatment 6 

General  anaesthetics  (mothers) 3 

General  anaesthetics  (children) 5 

Polypus  removed  for  child 1 


Durham  County  Federation  of  Voluntary  Workers. 

The  Federation  held  meetings  every  two  months  during  the 
year  at  which  special  addresses  dealing  with  matters  of  interest 
to  voluntary  welfare  workers  were  given.  The  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  most  of  the  welfare  centres  in  the  county 
were  represented.  The  Federa.tion  has  used  its  funds,  amongst 
other  things,  to  help  with  equipment,  etc.,  for  centres,  to  send 
a representative  to  the  Baby  Week  Conference,  and  has  also 
given  £50  to  be  used  on  behalf  of  patients  sent  to  the  E.F.  Peile 
County  Convalescent  Home. 


Health  and  Babv  Weeks. 

The  annual  conference  was  held  at  Durham  during  Health 
Week,  while  in  addition  several  centres  celebrated  Health  and 
Baby  Weeks.  About  twenty  delegates  from  the  voluntary 
committees  attended  the  Baby  Week  Conference  in  London 
during  the  first  week  in  July. 
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St.  Monnica's  Home  jov  Unmarried  Mothers. 

St.  Monnica’s  Home,  Bishop  Auckland,  is  the  only  institu- 
tion in  the  administrative  county  in  which  provision  is  made  for 
unmarried  mothers,  and  to  this  the  County  Council  contributes 
a grant  of  ;f250  per  annum.  The  House  Committee  of  the 
voluntary  organisation  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Home  includes  a member  of  the  County  HealLh  Committee  and 
one  of  the  county  welfare  medical  staff,  who  visits  the  Home 
regularly.  Until  recently,  children  over  one  year  of  age  were 
accommodated  in  the  Home,  but  now  only  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  their  babies  are  received.  All  the  midwifery 
work  at  the  Home  is  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  County 
Maternity  Home  nearby,  no  fee  being  charged  for  the  services 
of  the  midwife,  though  a payment  of  5/-  is  made  in  respect  of 
dressings  for  each  case. 

Miss  Donaldson  resigned  the  post  as  Matron  on  the  29th 
January  and  Miss  Urwin  was  appointed  in  her  place.  The  work 
has  been  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner  during  the  year. 

For  some  considerable  time  the  medical  officer  attending 
the  Bishop  Auckland  welfare  centre  has  paid  visits  to  the  Home 
and  has  given  advice  to  the  Matron,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  ante-natal  care  of  the  girls  and  the  diet  of  the  mothers  and 
babies.  The  voluntaiy  committee  of  the  Home  requested  that 
the  district  welfare  medical  officer  who  is  stationed  at  Bishop 
Auckland  might  be  appointed  Honorary  Medical  Officer  in  charge 
of  the  babies  at  the  Home.  This  request  was  granted  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  medical  officer  now  visits  the  Home 
in  that  capacity. 

Babies’  Hospital,  Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Ihirteen  children  were  admitted  from  this  county  to  the 
above  hospital  during  the  year. 

Mothers’  Hostel,  Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Two  unmarried  mothers  were  admitted  to  this  Hostel  during 
the  year. 
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Deaf  and  Dumb. 

One  child  was  admitted  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  School  at 
Edinburgh  on  the  2nd  September. 

Table  14. 

Attendance  of  administrative  county  mothers  at  Welfare  Centres 
outside  the  County  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Area. 


Darlington  57  mothers  made  188  attendanees. 

Stockton 10  ,,  ,,  31 

Sunderland 128  ,,  ,,  582  ,, 

Gateshead  9 ,,  ,,  24  ,, 

West  Hartlepool  52  ,,  ,,  170 

Yarm  and  Eaglesclifte  58  „ „ 135  ,, 

South  Shields Nil. 


HEALTH  WEEK. 

“ Health  Week  was  observed  during  the  week  com- 
mencing the  2nd  October,  1927.  The  County  Health  Com- 
mittee held  their  12th  Annual  Conference  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Durham,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  October.  Professor  Leonard 
Hill,  M.B.(Lond.),  F.R.S.,  Hon.A.R.l.B.A.,  Fellow  of  L^niversity 
College,  Director,  Department  of  Applied  Physiology  and  Hygiene, 
National  Institute  for  Medical  Research  Council,  gave  an  address 
upon  “ Sunlight  and  Ultra  Violet  Ra^^^s  in  the  treatment  and 
prevention  of  Disease.”  A very  useful  discussion  followed. 

The  Director  of  Education  arranged  for  health  talks  to  be 
given  by  the  teachers  in  all  the  elementary  schools  in  the  county. 

Members  of  the  county  medical  staff,  health  visiting  staff, 
and  local  medical  officers  of  health  addi*essed  audiences  on  public 
health  matters  at  meetings  convened  in  practically  all  the 
districts  of  the  county. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

At  the  end  of  1927  the  staff  consisted  of  one  superintendent 
health  visitor,  two  assistant  superintendent  health  visitors  and 
eighty-four  health  visitors.  In  addition  to  the  above  part-time 
health  visitors  were  used  in  certain  areas,  viz.  ; — Hartlepool 
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(tuberculosis,  mental  deficiency),  Stockton  (tuberculosis),  Barnard 
Castle  (all  duties  except  head-to-head  inspections),  and  Whick- 
ham  (school  work,  tuberculosis  and  mental  deficiency). 

Except  in  the  boroughs  of  Hartlepool,  Jarrow  and  Stockton, 
and  the  urban  district  of  Whickham,  the  County  Council 
administers  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  under  this  Act 
17,063  notifications  were  received,  while  the  registered  births  in 
the  same  area  numbered  16,931.  Un-notified  births  numbered 
628  and  in  most  cases  it  was  found  that  the  omission  to  notify 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  medical  practitioners  and  was  usually 
accidental.  Of  the  notified  births,  8,925  were  reported  by 
doctors  and  relatives  and  8,138  by  midwives.  The  number  of 
stillbirths  notified  was  644.  In  accordance  with  the  Births  and 
Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926,  stillbirths  became  legisterable 
from  the  1st  July,  1927. 

The  health  visitors  paid  first  visits  to  18,057  births.  There 
is  a larger  number  of  first  visits  than  of  births,  but  this  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  there  were  arrears  of  first  visits  from 
the  year  1926.  In  6-4  per  cent,  of  the  cases  no  doctor  or 
certified  midwife  was  present  when  the  birth  actually  took 
place.  31,075  re-visits  were  paid  to  children  under  one  year, 
which  is  approximately  an  average  of  1*8  re-visit  per  infant, 
allowing  for  stillbirths  and  deaths  in  the  first  month.  With 
regard  to  re-visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1-5  years,  it 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  number  of  children  at  these 
ages  in  the  county  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  migration.  There  are  probably  70,000 
children  between  the  ages  of  1-5  in  the  County  Counciks  notifica- 
tion of  births  area,  and  these  children  received  68,940  visits  during 
1927,  not  quite  one  visit  each.  In  the  annual  report  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  year 
1926  it  is  stated  The  School  Medical  Service  is  called  upon  to 
grapple  with  children  immediately  on  admission  to  school,  one 
quarter  to  one  third  of  whom  need  medical  attention  ; and  what  is 
even  worse  than  this  yearly  recurring  burden  of  disease  coming 
into  the  schools,  heavy  in  itself,  is  its  character.  In  a word,  it 
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is  constitutional.  It  is  not  a defect  here  and  there  which  can 
be  put  right  and  that  is  the  end  of  it.  It  is  all  too  often  a 
degenerative  process,  in  part  hereditary,  in  part  due  to  lack  of 
home  nurture  and  upbringing  (irregular  feeding  and  lack  of  sleep), 
in  part  traceable  to  infective  diseases  (such  as  measles,  whooping 
cough,  or  tuberculosis),  in  part  a “ delicacy  ” of  the  whole 
system,  at  present  insufficiently  differentiated.” 

M igraiion. 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  how  many  families  actually  moved 
out  of  the  county,  but  during  the  year  1927  tiie  names  and 
addresses  of  no  fewer  than  1,094  children  under  the  age  of  five. 
;^ears  were  sent  to  the  medical  officers  of  health  of  the  localities 
to  which  the  parents  of  these  children  were  reported  by  the 
health  visitors  to  have  removed. 

Breast  Feeding. 

It  was  felt  that  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  free  dried  milk 
distributed  during  the  industrial  crisis  in  1926  there  might  have 
been  an  increase  in  the  artificial  feeding  of  infants.  In  an 
endeavour  to  get  some  information  of  the  matter  tabulations 
were  made  of  the  method  of  feeding  1,000  infants  born  in  May, 
June  and  July,  1926,  selected  at  random  from  the  mining  areas 
chiefly  affected  by  the  emergency  milk  scheme,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Per  cent. 

Infants  weaned  under  8 months  of  age  ...  317  31*7 

,,  ,,  between  8-12  months  of  age  324  32*4 

,,  not  weaned  at  12  months  of  age  ...  335  33-5 

,,  never  breast-fed  at  all  24  2-4 

Of  the  twenty-four  babies  who  were  not  breast-fed  at  all 
two  were  premature  twins,  in  two  cases  the  mother  died,  two 
children  were  illegitimate,  in  one  case  the  mother  was  seriously 
ill  (pneumonia),  in  one  other  case  the  mother  was  stated  to  have 
” no  breast  milk,”  and  in  the  remaining  cases  there  seemed  to 
be  no  special  reason  except  disinclination  of  the  mother  to  breast 
feed.  It  will  be  noted  that  65*9  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were 
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breast-fed  for  at  least  eight  months  and  that  more  than  half  of 
these  children  had  not  been  weaned  at  twelve  months  of  age. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  that  on  the  one  hand  the  increased  distribu- 
tion of  free  dried  milk  led  to  317  infants  being  prem.aturely 
weaned  as  it  is  not  possible  to  say  what  considerations  led  to 
the  prolonged  suckling  of  the  335  who  were  not  weaned  at  the 
age  of  twelve  months. 

Enter genev  Feeding  Scheme. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  unemployment  in  the  county 
(during  most  of  the  year  approximately  40,000  miners  were 
unemployed  in  addition  to  men  in  other  trades)  there  was  an 
abnormal  number  of  cases  on  the  milk  assistance  list.  The  total 
number  of  families  assisted  during  the  year  being  approximately 
12,500.  At  the  end  of  the  year  5,703  cases  were  being  assisted. 
The  total  amount  of  dried  milk  supplied  free  or  at  reduced  price 
during  the  year  was  approximately  440,223  lbs.,  at  a cost  of 
^29,387  18s.  Od.  After  the  emergency  sclieme  ceased  no  one 
received  dried  milk  absolutely  free,  each  applicant  having  to 
pay  Id.  per  lb. 

Ophthalmia  N eonatornm. 

During  the  past  year  148  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
were  notified  under  the  Regulations  in  the  County  Councihs 
notification  of  births  area.  Copies  of  all  notifications  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum  are  now  forwarded  to  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment, all  the  cases  are  visited  by  the  health  visitors  and,  if 
necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  hospital  treatment.  A 
report  as  to  any  treatment  provided,  and  the  result  thereof,  is 
forwarded  to  the  district  medical  officer  of  health  for  his  informa- 
tion. The  health  visitors  are  instructed  to  make  caretul 
enquiries  as  to  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  new-born 
children,  and  in  1927  they  actually  reported  on  824  such  cases, 
paying  2,874  home  visits.  With  regard  to  treatment,  630  cases 
were  treated  by  their  own  doctor,  11  of  these  also  receiving 
treatment  from  the  district  nurse  ; 9 cases  were  treated  at  the 
child  welfare  centres  ; 194  cases  had  no  special  treatment  beyond 
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the  mother  bathing  with  boracic  lotion  ; 30  had  in-patient 

hospital  treatment,  of  which  26  were  sent  by  the  County  Health 
Department,  and  in  15  cases  the  mother  accompanied  the  infant  ; 


while  13  cases  were  hospital  ont-patients. 

Results. 

Eyes  cleared  up  satisfactorily 786 

Both  ej^es  damaged 4 

One  eye  damaged,  other  eye  cured 1 

Total  Blindness,  child  now  in  Home  for  Blind 

Babies,  Chorley  Wood,  Herts 1 

Child  died,  but  eyes  reported  clear  before 

death 4 

Died  before  the  e3/es  were  reported  cleared  up  14 

Unsatisfactory  at  time  of  last  visit 9 

Removed  and  no  report 5 


Durham  Health  Visitors’  Training  School. 

In  connection  with  the  Health  Visitors’  Training  Scheme 
sixteen  students  entered  for  the  examination  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  in  May,  1927,  all  but  one  being  successful. 
Fourteen  entrant  students,  ten  of  these  being  half-salary  loan 
students,  entered  the  course  of  training  which  commenced  in 
October,  1927.  The  services  of  the  half-salary  loan  students 
proved  invaluable  for  taking  relief  duty  during  the  holiday 
season  of  the  regular  staff  and  also  for  sickness  duty.  Six 
received  appointments  under  the  County  Health  Committee  and 
the  remainder  readily  found  appointments  elsewhere.  Owing  to 
the  shortage  of  health  visitors  there  are  rarely  any  fully  qualified 
candidates  to  be  got  in  an  emergency,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  loan  students  we  should  have  been  in  great  difficulties. 
The  voluntary  fund  in  process  of  being  raised  to  equip  the 
hostel  and  library  made  such  progress  that  it  was  possible  to  fit 
up  the  hostel  in  time  for  the  students  commencing  in  October, 
a large  house  and  garden,  198,  Gilesgate,  Durham  City,  being 
taken.  There  is  bedroom  accommodation  for  five  students  in 
addition  to  dining-room,  lecture-room  and  common-room, 
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Welfare  Journal. 

The  Welfare  Journal  has  been  found  exceedingly  useful, 
though  its  circulation  v/as  affected  by  the  industrial  conditions, 
but  it  has  never  fallen  below  2,000  copies  per  quarter.  7,200 
copies  of  the  children’s  pages — The  Younger  Set  ” — are  dis- 
tributed free  to  head  teachers  of  County  Council  schools  who 
undertake  that  a lesson  on  some  health  article  shall  be  given 
before  being  distributed  to  the  children  to  take  home.  Many 
appreciative  letters  have  been  received  from  head  teachers. 

Summary  of  Work  done  hv  Health  Visitors. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  count}^ 
health  visitors  during  the  year  ended  81st  December,  1927. 


Table  15. 

Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  for  the 
year  ending  81st  December,  1927 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Ante-natal — 1st  visits  2.230 

Re-visits  1,205 

Births — 1st  visits 18,057 

Re-visits  under  1 year  31,073 

,,  1 to  2 years  2(3,389 

2 to  3 ,,  19,570 

3 to  4 ,,  15,058 

..  4 to  5 ,,  7,929 

Uncertified  Midwives  117 

121,(328 

Plus  4,702  atteiidances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  x 17  visits  79,934 

Total  201,502 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis--] st  visits  . 2 340 

l^evisits 19,’804 

22,204 

Plus  1,700  attendances  at  Uispensaries  x 17  visits  28,900 

Total 51,104 
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SCHOOL  WORK. 

School  Children  (Home  visits)  20,360 

Schools  visited  3,642 


24,002 

Pins  Head-to-Head  Inspection,  441  da^s  X 17  visits  7,497 

Pins  attendances  at  Dental  Clinics,  165  days  X 17  visits 2,805 


Total 34,304 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  mentally  defective  persons 3,263 


Grand  Totals  ; — 

Total  number  of  actual  visits 178,014 

Estimated  total  of  classified  visits 290,233 

Unclassified  visits  distributed  pro  rata 6,917 

Ineffective  visits  distributed  pro  rata 13,026 

Proportions  of  work  in  percentages  : — • 

M.  and  C.IV.  Tvtberculosis.  Mental  Deficieiicv.  School. 
69-5  17-6  M'  ' 11-8 

Reported  to  District  Medicai,  Officer  of  Health  ; — 

Overcrowding 1,718 

Sanitary  Defects  l,t*59 


MIDWIVES’  ACTS. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  midwives  gave  notice  of 
their  intention  to  practise  during  1927,  and  of  this  number  301 
were  trained  and  23  untrained,  while  85  of  the  trained  midwives 
were  associated  with  the  Durham  County  Nursing  Association. 
The  duties  of  the  midwives,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  were 
cariied  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  certified 


midwives : — 

Sending  for  medical  help  3105  (663) 

Stillbirths  275  (65) 

Deaths  of  mothers  28  (12) 

Deaths  of  infants  210  (64) 

Artificial  feeding 59  (21) 

Laying  out  the  dead 69  (26) 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  42  (15) 
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and  of  these  notifications  the  figures  shown  in  brackets  relate 
to  the  practice  of  midwives  supervised  by  the  Durham  County 
Nursing  Association. 

During  the  year  949  visits  were  paid  to  midwives  by  the 
County  Midwives  Inspector  and  368  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Durham  County  Nursing  Association,  while  the  number  of 
visits  to  patients  paid  by  these  officers  was  504  and  292 
respectively. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  15  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  occurred  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  and  five 
of  these  cases  ended  fatally.  Four  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital. 

Sixty  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  were  notified,  thirteen  of  which  had  hospital  treatment. 

Charges  of  misconduct  were  reported  to  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board  against  Midwife  No.  1572.  The  charges  were 
proved  and  the  midwife’s  name  was  removed  from  the  Roll. 

The  names  of  six  midwives  were  removed  from  the  Roll 
at  their  own  request  on  account  of  age  and  ill-health. 

Nine  midwives  notified  their  change  of  name  by  marriage, 
and  the  deaths  of  two  midwives  occurred  during  the  year. 
Sixty-five  midwives  notified  changes  of  address  within  the 
count}^  area  and  twenty  removed  out  of  the  county. 

The  Provisional  Roll  for  1927  has  been  received  and  includes 
the  names  of  forty-nine  additional  midwives  residing  in  this 
area,  nineteen  of  whom  are  now  in  practice  in  the  county. 

Uncertified  midwifery  cases  to  the  number  of  137  were 
reported,  and  eighteen  of  the  women  were  warned. 

At  the  end  of  1927  there  were  twenty-one  midwives  practising 
under  the  County  Midwifery  Scheme  and  they  attended  1,642 
cases.  In  1,447  cases  they  acted  as  midwives  and  in  195  cases 
as  maternity  nurses.  The  appointment  of  the  county  midwife 
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at  Spennymoor  was  terminated  on  the  30th  November.  As  this 
district  was  efficiently  served  by  midwives  no  new  appointment 
was  made. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  supply  pelvimeters  to  midwives 
at  cost  price,  and  many  of  the  midwives  have  availed  themselves 
of  this  arrangement. 

Seventy-four  nursing  associations  were  affiliated  to  the 
Durham  County  Nursing  Association,  an  increase  of  one  over 
the  previous  year.  One  of  the  associations  extended  its  mid- 
wifery service  and  a second  nurse-midwife  in  place  of  a general 
nurse  was  appointed.  There  were  twelve  resignations  of  nurses 
or  nurse-midwives  for  the  following  reasons : — marriage  4, 
health  1,  work  in  other  counties  3,  work  abroad  1,  return  to 
hospital  1,  and  2 gave  up  practising  temporarily  to  return  to 
other  work.  Fourteen  appointments  were  made,  12  to  fill 
vacancies,  one  for  increase  of  staff  and  one  appointed  under  a 
new  association.  Seven  trainees  of  the  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion completed  training  and  successfully  passed  the  examination 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  while  18  pupils  were  in  training 
homes.  Emergency  and  holiday  midwives  were  supplied  on  89 
occasions.  During  the  year  3,038  cases  were  attended,  of  which 
2,355  were  as  midwife  and  683  as  maternity  nurse. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1928,  the 
County  Council  incurred  an  expenditure  of  £3,430  in  fees  to 
medical  practitioners  who  had  been  called  in  under  the  Midwives’ 
Act,  1918,  compared  with  £4,055  10s.  Od.  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1927.  As  stated  m previous  reports,  the  County 
Council  has  decided  not  to  recover  from  the  patients  or  their 
guardians  any  of  the  fees  paid  to  doctors  under  the  Act. 

The  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926. 

Part  II.  of  this  Act,  relating  to  maternity  homes,  which 
became  operative  on  the  1st  January,  1927,  makes  it  an  offence 
for  any  person  to  cany  on  a maternity  home  as  defined  in 
Section  12  of  the  Act  unless  that  person  is  registered  in  respect 
of  that  home.  Application  for  registration  must  be  made  to 
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the  Local  Supervising  Authority  [i.e.,  the  County  Council  in  this 
administrative  county)  in  writing  in  the  torm  prescribed  by 
the  Minister  and  must  be  accompanied  by  a fee  of  5/-. 

In  Circular  No.  724,  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  it  is 
stated  that  it  will  clearly  be  desimble  foi  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  to  give  notice  as  soon  as  possible  throughout  their 
area  of  the  requirements  of  this  Part  of  the  Act  by  inserting 
advertisements  in  newspapers  circulating  in  the  area  and  in 
such  other  manner  as  is  most  likely  to  bring  these  requirements 
to  the  notice  of  persons  carrying  on  maternity  homes.  Any 
person  who  on  or  after  the  appointed  day  carries  on  a maternity 
home  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  shall,  unless  that  person 
is  registered  in  respect  of  that  home,  be  liable. on  conviction  to 
a fine  not  exceeding  or,  in  the  case  of  a second  or  subsequent 
offence  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months,  either  in 
lieu  of  or  in  addition  to  any  such  fine. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  are  required  to  register  the 
applicant  in  respect  of  the  maternity  home  named  in  the  applica- 
tion unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  applicant  is  not  a fit  person, 
or  that  the  home  or  any  premises  used  in  connection  therewith 
are  not  fit  to  be  used  for  a maternity  home,  or  that  they  are 
used  or  to  be  used  for  purposes  which  are  in  any  way  improper 
or  undesirable  in  a maternity  home. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  are  empowered  to  cancel 
the  registration  of  any  person  or  home  under  certain  conditions. 

Appeal  is  given  under  the  Act  to  any  person  aggrieved  in 
respect  of  refusal  of  registration  or  cancelling  of  registration  to 
a court  of  summary  jurisdiction,  and  further  power  of  appeal 
is  given  to  ttie  appellant  or  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  to 
appeal  to  a court  of  quarter  sessions. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  may  make  bye-laws  with 
respect  to  records  to  be  kept  and  as  to  the  notification  of  any 
death  and  the  cause  thereof  occurring  in  the  maternity  home. 

The  certificate  of  registration  must  be  exhibited  in  a con- 
.spicuous  place  in  the  maternity  home. 
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The  Local  Supervising  Authority  may  authorise  an  officer 
at  all  reasonable  times  to  enter  and  inspect  any  premises  which 
are  used,  or  which  that  officer  has  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
to  be  used,  for  the  purposes  of  a maternity  home,  and  to  inspect 
any  records  required  to  be  kept  by  the  Act,  and  a penalty  is 
provided  against  any  person  refusing  to  allow  any  such  officer 
to  enter  or  inspect  the  premises  or  who  obstructs  such  officer 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  may  grant  exemption 
from  the  operation  of  Part  11.  of  this  Act  in  respect  of  {a)  any 
hospital  or  other  premises  for  the  conduct  of  which  a duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner  resident  therein  is  responsible,  or 
{h)  any  hospital  or  institution  not  carried  on  for  profit  and  not 
used  mainly  as  a maternity  home. 

Power  is  given  under  the  Act  to  any  person  who  is  aggrieved 
by  the  refusal  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  to  grant  any 
such  exemption  in  respect  of  any  hospital,  etc.,  or  by  the  with- 
drawal of  such  exemption  previously  granted  by  the  authority, 
to  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  arid  the  authority  must 
comply  with  any  directions  given  by  the  Minister. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  authorised  the  County 
Medica]  Officer  of  Health  to  enter  and  inspect  any  premises 
which  are  used  or  which  that  officer  has  reasonable  cause  to 
believe  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a maternity  home,  and  to 
inspect  any  records  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with 
Part  H.  of  this  Act,  and  also  that  the  Deputy  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  any  medical  officer  duly  appointed  by  the 
County  Council  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  purposes  be  given 
similar  authority  under  Section  9 of  the  Act  and  when  directed 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  exercise  it. 

Ten  maternity  homes  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
they  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  approved  for  registra- 
tion. One  home  which  was  owned  by  a doctor  was  exempted. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
into  maternity  homes  and  hospitals  from  the  administrative 
county  during  the  past  three  years  : — 


Table  16. 


Maternity  Home  or  Hospital. 

Number  of  Cases  Admitted. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

County  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auckland 

266 

303 

278 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill 

205 

263 

214 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle... 

170 

139 

172 

Sunderland  Borough  Maternity  Home,  Sun- 
derland   

36 

69 

67 

Grantully  Maternity  Home,  West  Hartlepool... 

14 

16 

11 

Totals  

691 

790 

742 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Medical  Staff. 

Dr.  S.  K.  Young  resigned  his  appointment  as  district  tuber- 

* 

culosis  medical  officer  for  the  central  district  on  the  30th  June 
to  take  up  private  practice.  This  appointment  was  a part-time 
one,  as  Dr.  Young  also  acted  as  medical  officer  of  health  of  the 
Chester-le-Street  urban  district.  It  was  decided,  however,  that 
a similar  arrangement  with  respect  to  Dr.  Young’s  successor 
should  be  continued.  Dr.  C.  A.  Harvey,  one  of  the  assistant 
school  medical  officers,  was  appointed  to  hll  the  vacancy  but  he 
was  unable  to  take  up  his  duties  until  the  beginning  of  1928. 
The  work  during  the  period  between  Dr.  Young  leaving  and 
Dr.  Harvey  taking  up  the  duties  was  done  by  a locum  tenens. 

Sanatoria  and  Hospitals. 

The  following  institutions  were  utilised  to  accommodate 
patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis : — -Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium,  Tindale  Crescent  Sana- 
torium, Helmington  Row  Sanatorium,  Sunderland  Sanatorium 
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and  Leazes  House  Sanatorium  in  the  County  of  Durham  ; 
Stannington  Sanatorium  and  Barrasford  Sanatorium  in  the 
County  of  Northumberland ; and  Blencathra  Sanatorium  in 
Cumberland.  ’ 

General  Hospitals. 

The  arrangements  made  with  all  the  general  hospitals  in 
the  county  and  with  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  for  the  treatment  of  surgical  tuberculosis  weie  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

The  total  average  accommodation  available  during  the  year 
was  sanatoria  388  beds  and  general  hospitals  72  beds. 

Helmington  Row  Tuberculosis  Hospital. 

Owing  to  a further  spread  of  smallpox  in  the  western  area 
of  the  county-  this  institution  was  closed  and  handed  over  to 
the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Willington  Joint  Hospital  Board  on 
the  27th  January  for  the  treatment  of  smallpox.  There  were 
14  patients  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  but  as  alternative  accom- 
modation elsewhere  could  only  be  found  for  three  of  these  the 
remainder  had  to  be  sent  to  their  homes.  Three  of  the  patients 
were  transferred  to  Holy  wood  Hall  Sanatorium.  The  loss  of 
this  accommodation  meant  a further  increase  in  our  waiting 
list,  which  at  times  increased  to  180  patients.  Fortunately  this 
institution  was  restored  to  us  for  tuberculous  patients  in  July. 

Sealiam  Hall  and  Earl's  House  Sanatoria. 

Although  work  in  connection  with  the  adaptation  of  Seahani 
Hall  and  Earl’s  House  for  use  as  sanatoria  was  pushed  on  rapidly 
during  the  year  they  were  not  ready  to  admit  patients  at  the 
end  of  December. 

The  following  tables  show  the  average  accommodation 
available  during  the  year  for  males,  females  and  children,  also 
the  allocation  of  the  beds,  together  with  the  extent  of  residential 
treatment,  and  the  immediate  results  of  that  treatment : — 
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Table  17. 

Average  number  of  Beds  available  for  Patients  during  the 
Year  1927 


Observa- 

tion. 

Pul- 

monary. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Total. 

“ Sana- 
torium ” 
Beds. 

“ Hospital” 
Beds. 

Disease 
of  Bones 
and  Joints. 

Other 

Condi- 

tions. 

Adult  Males  

4 

153 

14 

22 

16 

209 

Adult  Females  

— 

47 

12 

9 

5 

73 

Children  under  15... 

— 

83 

— 

66 

29 

178 

Total 

4 

283 

26 

97 

50 

460 

Table  18. 

Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during 
the  Year  1927  : — 


In  Iifsti- 
tutions 
on  Jan.  1. 

Admitted 
during  the 
year. 

Discharged 
during  the 
year. 

Died  in 
the  Insti- 
tutions. 

In  Insti- 
tutions 
on  Dec.  31 

/ i M. 

200 

357 

322 

39 

196 

< F. 

69 

215 

205 

12 

67 

Number  of  Patients... 

§ M. 

103 

173 

178 

3 

95 

2 

'1  F- 

82 

124 

125 

3 

78 

r i\l. 

3 

r» 

/ 

8 



2 

Number  of  Observa- 

< F. 

3 

3 

tion  Cases  ' 

i M. 

3 

3 

^ g F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

457 

882 

844 

57 

438 
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Table  19. 

Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of 
patients  and  of  observation  of  doubtful  cases  discharged  from 
Residential  Institutions  during  the  Year  1927  : — - 


Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institution. 


Observation  for  purpose  of 
diagnosis  : — 

Tuberculous  

Non-tuberculous  

Doubtful  


Under 
1 week. 


1 - 2 weeks. 


1 

Condition  at  time  of 

Discharge.  i 

i 

1 

I 

Under  3 
months. 

3-6  months. 

G - 12  months. 

More  than 

12  months. 

Total 

M.  1 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

1 

1 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

' 

Quiescent  i 

7 

7 ' 

. . . 

G 

10 

22 

4 

2 

IG 

3 

1 

12 

90 

Improved  

14 

7 ' 

4 

20 

24 

5 

10 

2 

8 

2 

2 

5 

103 

No  material  improvement 

14 

5 

. . . 

4 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

39 

Died  in  Institution  

2 

1 

. . * 

• • . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

Class  T.B.  plus — Group  1. 

Quiescent  

2 

. . . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

. . . 

. , . 

1 

. . . 

1 

13 

Improved  

5 

1 

4 

8 

. . . 

3 

2 

. . 

1 

2 

2G 

No  material  improvement 

4 

1 

. . . 

<> 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. * 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

8 

Died  in  Institution  

. . . 

. . * 

. . . 

. . • 

« . . 

. . . 

• . . 

1 

. • 

« . • 

... 

1 

Class  T.B.  plus. — Group  2. 

Quiescent  

1 

. . . 

. . • 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

8 

Improved  

12 

3 

. . . 

30 

20 

. . . 

13 

4 

2 

15 

4 

3 

lOG 

No  material  improvement 

14 

7 

2 

14 

4 

. . . 

2 

5 

. . . 

48 

Died  in  Institution  

5 

2 

1 

• . . 

2 

2 

. . ♦ 

2 

. . » 

... 

14 

Class  T.B.  plus. — Group  3. 

Quiescent  

. . . 

. . . 

. . , 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

. . 

Improved  

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

. . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

7 

No  material  improvement 

8 

4 

2 

15 

7 

. . . 

11 

i 

4 

3 

2 

57 

Died  in  Institution  

11 

3 

4 

... 

... 

2 

... 

4 

... 

... 

2G 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  ... 

' 7 

11 

39 

2 

1 

19 

1 

2 

9 

1 

. . . 

19 

111 

Improved  

« 

6 

18 

3 

3 

7 

. . . 

. . . 

8 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

5G 

No  material  improvement 

5 

G 

b 

4 

1 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

32 

Died  in  Institution  

2 

. . . 

• • • 

• . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . • 

1 

• . » 

... 

2 

7 

Abdominal. 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  ... 

1 

5 

8 

. . . 

. . « 

10 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

3 

» . . 

•> 

32 

Improved  

1 

7 

1 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

13 

No  material  improvement 

2 

2 

2 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

8 

Died  m Institution  

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. • • 

4 

Other  Organs. 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  ... 

4 

2 

4 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

. » . 

1 

13 

Improved  

2 

4 

1 

3 

i 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

13 

No  material  improvement 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

Died  in  Institution  

1 

. . , 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

Peripheral  Glands. 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  ... 

2 

3 

1 12 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

22 

Improved  

3 

3 

1 

2 

i 

. . . 

2 

. . • 

. . . 

23 

No  material  improvement 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• . . 

• . • 

Died  in  Institution  

1 

. . . 

! ••• 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

i 

1 

... 

1 

2 - 4 weeks. 


3 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

::: 

... 

5 

1 

More  than 
4 weeks. 


Total 


7 

7 


57 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Therapy. 

vSince  1924  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  were  considered 
would  benefit  by  ultra  violet  ray  therapy  have  been  sent  for 
treatment  to  Dr.  Gamlen,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  where  no  ultra  violet 
ray  plant  was  established  at  dispensaries  or  sanatoria  the  work 
should  be  done  in  a public  institution  provided  arrangements 
for  this  could  be  made,  and  as  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  prepared  to  treat  all  patients  with  skin 
tuberculosis  (except  those  with  sinuses  secondary  to  bone  and 
joint  tubercle)  the  cases  who  were  already  receiving  treatment, 
together  with  new  applicants,  were  referred  to  the  Skin  Depart- 
ment of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  at  the  beginning  of 
November. 

With  the  exception,  therefore,  of  patients  with  secondary 
involvement  of  the  skin  following  tuberculous  disease  of  the 
bones  and  joints  who  still  go  to  Dr.  Gamlen  for  treatment,  all 
our  skin  tubercle  is  now  dealt  with  at  the  Skin  Department  of 
the  Newcastle  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary. 

The  County  Council  pay  travelling  expenses  for  people  in 
poor  financial  circumstances.  The  work  is  rendered  costly  by 
the  expense  of  travelling,  as  it  is  found  that  the  majority  of 
the  patients  are  unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  travelling  to  obtain 
treatment.  The  County  Council  have  under  consideration  the 
question  of  setting  up  artificial  light  treatment  centres  for  out- 
patients at  Seaham  Hall,  Earhs  House  and  Holywood  Hall 
sanatoria.  The  appointment  of  a full-time  radiologist  with  a 
degree  in  radiology  is  also  contemplated.  This  officer  would 
supervise  all  light  treatment  and  do  all  X-ray  photography  for 
cases  referred  from  the  dispensaries,  using  for  this  purpose  the 
X-ray  apparatus  at  the  various  sanatoria.  This  arrangement 
should  make  possible  the  extension  of  ultra  violet  ray  therapy 
to  other  forms  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  than  that  affecting 
the  skin. 

During  the  year  135  treatments  were  given  by  ultra-violet 
radiation  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  and  3,149  by  Dr. 
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Gamlen.  In  addition  sixteen  patients  suffering  from  skin 

« 

lesions  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  for  in- 
patient treatment  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  previously 
made  with  that  institution. 

X-Ray  Photography . 

During  the  year  157  X-ray  photographs  were  taken  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  district  tuberculosis  medical  officers. 
The  majonty  of  the  photographs  dealt  with  cases  presenting 
difficulty  in  diagnosis,  especially  doubtful  lung  lesions  so  common 
among  children.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  send  certain 
doubtful  cases  to  a sanatorium  for  observation,  but  having  regard 
to  the  expense  of  in-patient  treatment  nothing  should  be  omitted 
at  the  dispensaries  which  would  enable  a diagnosis  to  be  made 
and  X-ray  photography  is  being  more  and  more  used  in  this 
direction. 

Dispensary  Organisation . 

The  composition  of  the  dispensary  districts  is  the  same  as 
last  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  twelve  dis- 
pensaiies  during  the  year  : — 
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1.  Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary  Register  on  January  1st. 

1927 ; 6,150 

2.  Number  of  patients  transferred  from  other  areas  and  of 

lost  sight  of  ” cases  returned  376 

3.  Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  areas  and  cases 

“ lost  sight  of  ” 787 

4.  Died  during  the  year 458 

5.  Number  of  observation  cases  under  A {b)  and  B (b)  above 

in  which  period  of  observation  exceedecl  2 months 74 


6.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  Contacts)  21,(i81 

7.  Number  of  attendances  of  non-pulmouary  cases  at  Orthopaedic 

Out-Stations  for  treatment  or  supervision  — 

8.  Number  of  attendances,  at  General  Hospitals  or  other  Insti- 
tutions approved  for  the  purpose,  of  patients  for  : — 


(a)  " Light  ” treatment  3,284 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treatment 83 


9.  Number  of  patients  to  whom  Dentad  Treatment  was  given, 
at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary 


10.  Numbei  of  consultations  with  medical  practitioners  : — ■ 

(a)  At  Homes  of  Applicants  311 

(5)  Otherwise 3,001 

11.  Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  Homes  ...  2,195 

12.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for 

Dispensary  purposes 22,204 

13.  Number  of — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined 1,688 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made  in  connection  with  Dis- 
pensary work 157 

14.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  on  Dispensary  Regisier  on  the 

31st  December  1,751 

15.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary  ireatment  on 

the  31st  December  663 

16.  Number  of  reports  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Insured  Persons  : — 

(a)  Form  G.P.17  657 

(6)  Form  G.P.36  308 


The  total  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensaries 
during  the  year  1927  was  6,717,  as  against  6,641  in  1926,  while 
the  number  of  attendances  was  21,681,  as  against  24,810  in 
1926.  The  total  number  of  patients  visited  at  their  homes  by 
the  tuberculosis  medical  officers  was  2,506,  as  against  2,670 
in  1926, 
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Co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

During  the  year  326  reports  on  ex-service  men  were  supplied 
to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

Tuberculous  School  Children — Co-operation  with  School 

Medical  Department. 

The  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  dispensaries  by  the 
assistant  school  medical  officers  during  1927  was  88,  of  which 
41  were  boys  and  47  girls. 

Provision  of  Surgical  Appliances. 

During  the  year  21  adults  and  37  children  were  supplied 
with  surgical  appliances  on  the  recommendation  of  the  tuber- 
culosis officer. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculous  Ex-service  Men. 

Visits  paid  to  tuberculous  ex-service  men  numbered  903, 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1926  being  695.  The  total  number 
of  tuberculous  persons  under  supervision  on  the  31st  December, 
1927,  was  5,932,  and  of  these  545  were  tuberculous  ex-service 
men. 

During  the  year  98  ex-service  men  were  admitted  to 
sanatoria  and  hospitals  and  110  discharged.  On  the  31st 
December,  1927,  49  were  receiving  in-patient  treatment.  In 
addition,  15  ex-service  men  were  admitted  to  Preston  Hall, 
Aylesford,  Kent,  for  treatment,  10  were  discharged  and  10  were 
in  residence  on  the  31st  December,  1927. 

Home  Nursing  of  Consumptives. 

Grants  are  made  by  the  County  Council  through  the  County 
Nursing  Association  to  fifteen  affiliated  district  nursing  associa- 
tions in  the  administrative  county  in  connection  with  the  home 
nursing  of  tuberculous  patients.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by 
the  district  nurses  during  the  year  was  2,917. 

Sleeping  Shelters. 

At  the  end  of  1926,  93  shelters  were  in  use  and  11  were 
awaiting  removal.  During  the  year,  36  were  removed  from 
patients  who  had  no  further  use  for  them  and  were  erected  for 
new  patients,  and  1 was  certified  by  the  County  Surveyor  as 
being  unfit  for  further  use. 
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The  total  number  of  shelters  available  on  the  31st  December, 
1927,  was  103,  and  these  were  distributed  as  follows 

Northern  District 

Ryton,  High  Spen  (2),  Greenside,  Winlaton,  Marley 
Hill 6 

North  Eastern  District  : — 

Felling  (2),  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  Washington  Station, 
Spring  well,  Washington 7 

North  Western  District  : — 

Consett,  Blackball  Mill,  Craghead  3 

Western  District 

Bishop  Auckland  (4),  Coundon,  Tottenham,  St. 
John's  Chapel,  Shildon  (3),  Cockfield  (2),  Wear- 
dale,  Killhope,  Brotherlea,  Tow  Law,  Crook, 
Hunwick,  Spennymoor  (3),  Broom,  Ferryhill 
Station,  Kirk  Merrington  24 

Central  District  ; — 

Durham,  Leamside,  Sacriston,  Ushaw  Moor,  New 
Brancepeth  (2),  Browney  Colliery  (2),  Meadow- 
field,  Birtley,  Team  Colliery,  South  Pelaw 12 

Southern  District. 

Darlington  (6),  Sadberge,  Staindrop,  Newbiggin, 
Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Stockton  (5),  Billingham 
(2),  Wolviston,  Sedgefield 19 

Eastern  District  : — 

Seaham  Harbour,  New  Seaham,  Dawdon  (2), 
Houghton-le-Spring,  Ryhope,  Coxgreen,  South- 
wick,  Easington  Village,  Easington  Colliery, 
Kelloe 11 

Total  in  use  31st  December,  1927 82 

Awaiting  removal  do.  21 


Total  available 


103 
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Care  and  After-Care. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  seven 
district  care  committees  during  the  year  1927  : — 


Extra  nourishment  supplied  to  

Clothing  and  (or)  boots  supplied  to 

Dental  treatment  secured  for  

Suitable  employment  arranged  for 

Appliances  supplied  to  

Referred  to  Guardians  and  other  bodies... 

Referred  to  United  Services’  Fund.... 

Conditions  of  overcrowding  alleviated 

Threatened  eviction  averted 

No  action  taken 


537  cases. 


173 

7 

10 

8 
70 
12 
24 

1 

38 


y ) 

1 ) 

f 9 


y y 

y ) 

} ) 

y y 

y y 


Total  880 


Notifications. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  on  Forms  ‘‘A”  and 
B ” b}^  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1927  was  2,017,  of  which  173  were  from  the  County  Borough 
of  Darlington  : — 


Table  21. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Males  

613 

406 

1019 

Females  

594 

404 

998 

Totals  

1207 

810 

2017 

The  County  Council  provide  treatment  for  tuberculous 
patients  resident  in  the  County  Borough  of  Darlington. 
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Summary  of  notifications  during  the  period  from  the  1st 
January,  1927,  to  tire  1st  January,  1928,  in  the  County  of 
Durham  : — 


Table  22. 


Notifications  on  Form  “A.’ 


Number  of  Primary  Notificaiions. 


*■ 

Total 

Total 

Notifica- 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

Primarv 

tions  on 

Age  Periods. 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Notifica- 

Form 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

over 

tions. 

“A." 

Pulmonary  : 

Alales  

3 

25 

51 

54 

74 

73 

114 

92 

84 

33 

7 

610 

655 

Females  

1 

18 

56 

57 

87 

111 

129 

80 

36 

13 

3 

591 

641 

Non-Pulmonary  : 

Males  

18 

94 

104 

56 

48 

26 

21 

14 

7 

3 

1 

392 

423 

Females  

11 

73 

86 

71 

44 

41 

28 

14 

11 

1 

3 

383 

415 

Notifications 

ON  Form 

“ B.” 

Number  of  Primarv  Notifications. 

Total 

Notifica- 

4 otal 

tions  on 

Primarv 

Form  “B.” 

Age  Periods. 

Undei  5 

5 to  10 

10  to  15 

Notifica- 

tions. 

Pulmonary — -Males  

2 

1 

3 

6 

,,  Females  ... 

— ■ 

3 

■ — 

3 

4 

Non-Pulmon  ary — M ales 

— 

11 

3 

14 

16 

,,  Females 

— 

13 

8 

21 

23 

65 


Statement  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  in  the  different 
urban  and  rural  districts  in  the  county  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1927  : — 

Table  23. 


District. 

1 

1 

Notifications. 
Forms  A and  B 
(Primary). 

District. 

NOTIFICATfONS. 

Forms  A and  B 
(Primary). 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

URBAN. 

RURAL. 

Darlington  Borough  

116 

57 

Auckland  

49 

33 

Durham  ,,  

11 

6 

Barnard  Castle 

10 

o 

Hartlepool  ,,  

23 

10 

Chester-le-Street 

61 

38 

J arrow  , , 

98 

68 

Darling  uon  

1 

1 

Stockton  ,,  

87 

61 

Durham!  

21 

18 

Annfield  Plain  

25 

18 

Kasington  

5.5 

72 

Barnard  Castle  

4 

1 

Hartlepool  

4 

1 

Benfieldside  

17 

10 

Houghton-le-Spring 

20 

37 

Billingham  

9 

7 

Lanchester  

30 

15 

Bishop  Auckland  

20 

5 

Sedgefield  

Dn 

Blavdon  

38 

27 

South  Shields 

19 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

12 

11 

Stockton  

6 

4 

Chester-le-Street  

17 

24 

Sunderland  

35 

34 

Consett  

18 

7 

Weardale  

11 

Crook  

15 

8 

Felling  

27 

15 

Hebburn 

56 

31 

Hetton-le-Hole  

20 

17 

Houghton-le-Spring  

11 

15 

Leadgate  

13 

2 

Ryton  

10 

6 

Seaham  Harbour  

12 

14 

Shildon  

12 

10 

Southwick-on-Wear  

20 

8 

Spennymoor  

33 

13 

Stanhope  

1 

2 

Stanley  

24 

19 

Tan  field  

14 

14 

Tow  Law 

1 

1 

Washington  

12 

9 

Whickham  

34 

20 

Willington  

10 

5 

Totals  

820 

521 

Totals  

387 

289 

66 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  administrative  county  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  1927  was  909  pulmonary  and 
274  non-pulmonary,  a total  of  1,183,  compared  with  1,106  in 
1926,  and  1,263  in  1925. 

In  the  following  statement  the  death-rates  from  phthisis  in 
the  boroughs  and  the  urban  and  rural  districts  of  this  county 
are  compared  : — 


Table  24. 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

Boroughs  

0-90 

1-21 

1-23 

D56 

M5 

Other  Urban  Districts  

0-89 

0-86 

0-86 

0-76 

0-84 

Rural  Districts  

0-80 

0-73 

0-83 

0-65 

0-75 

Administrative  County  

0-86 

0-85 

0-88 

0-77 

0-84 

England  and  Wales 

0-84 

0-84 

0-83 

0-77 

0-79 

67 


Table  25. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Ages  at  Death  and  the 
district  in  which  they  occurred  : — 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
at  Subjoined  Ages. 


District. 

Un- 
der 1 
year. 

1 & 
under 
2 

2 & 
under 
5 

5 & 
under 
15 

15  & 
under 
25 

i25  & 
Under 
45 

45  & 
under 
65 

65  & 
Up- 
wards 

Totals. 

URBAN. 

1 

Darlington  County  Borough... 

. . . 

2 

• . 4 

1 1 

23 

26 

16 

68 

Durham  Borough  

. . . 

. . . 

4 4 4 

2 i 

1 

6 

8 

i 

18 

Hartlepool  ,,  

1 

4 4 4 

1 i 

5 

9 

4 

20 

J arrow  ,,  

2 

5 

()  ‘ 

19 

23 

8 

1 

64 

Stockton  , , 

1 * 

3 

5 

11 

29 

11  ' 

60 

Annfield  Plain  

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

13 

Barnard  Castle 

4 4 4 

1 

4 

5 

Benfieldside 

4 4 4 

2 

4 

3 

9 

Billingham  

1 

1 

5 

1 

8 

Bishop  Auckland 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

2 

14 

Blaydon  

3 

5 

13 

4 

25 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

1 

2 

2 

3 

8 

Chester-le-Street 

4 4 4 

5 

5 

4 

14 

Consef  t 

1 

6 

3 

10 

Crook  

4 4 4 

5 

11 

3 

19 

Felling  

1 

1 

2 

18 

7 

4 

1 

34 

Hebburn  

1 

2 

12 

15 

4 

34 

Hetton-le-Hole  

1 

/ 

6 

1 

15 

Houghton-le-Spring  

4 4 4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Leadgate  

1 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

2 

Ryton  

4 4 4 

3 

4 

2 

9 

Seaham  Harbour 

1 

4 4 4 

4 

3 

1 

9 

Shildon 

4 4 

4 4 4 

2 

6 

5 

13 

Southwick-on-Wear  

1 

5 

4 

4 

... 

14 

Spennymoor  

2 

1 

1 

5 

10 

6 

25 

Stanhope  

4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 

4 4 4 

Stanley 

i 

4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

Q 

O 

15 

Tan  field  

] 

5 

4 

10 

Tow  Law 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

1 

2 

Washington 

4 4 

3 

4 

5 

4 4 4 

1 

13 

Whickham  

4 4 

2 

5 

i 

3 

17 

Willington  

... 

3 

7 

1 

4 4 

11 

Totals  

4 

9 

14 

38 

165 

236 

111 

7 

584 

T?  TIT?  AT 

-LV  ivi AJL/, 

Auckland  

1 

o 

20 

18 

8 

49 

Barnard  Castle 

1 

4 

2 

7 

Chester-le-Street 

• • • 

4 4 

4 

13 

20 

4 

1 

42 

Darlington  

1 

4 4 4 

1 

4 4 4 

O 

o 

4 4 

4 4 

5 

Durham  

1 

] 

3 

5 

9 

4 

4 4 4 

23 

Easington  

3 

3 

3 

22 

12 

9 

2 

54 

Hartlepool  

• • . 

4 4 4 

1 

1 

2 

4 4 

4 4 

4 

Houghton 

1 

4 4 4 

2 

9 

10 

3 

25 

Lanchester  

O 

o 

1 

1 

11 

8 

3 

4 4 

27 

Sedgefield  

4 4 . 

4 4 4 

4 

5 

18 

3 

30 

South  Shields  

• • 4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

() 

8 

7 

... 

21 

Stockton  

1 

] 

2 

4 

Sunderland  

1 

1 

3 

9 

10 

4 

"l 

29 

Weardale  

1 

3 

1 

5 

Totals  

10 

8 

25 

102 

126 

50 

4 

325 

Admin.  Co.  & Darlington  C.  B. 

4 

19 

22 

63 

267 

362 

161 

11 

909 

68 


Table  26. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Ages  at  Death  and  the 
district  in  which  they  occurred  : — 


Deaths  from  Noa-Dulmonary  Tuberculosis 

at  Subjoined  Ages. 


District. 

Un- 
der 1 
year. 

1 & 
under 
2 

2 & 
under 
5 

5 & 
under 
15 

15  & 
under 
25 

25  & 
under 
45 

45  & 
under 
65 

65  & 
Up- 
wards 

Totals 

URBAN. 

Darlington  County  Borough... 

• • • 

4 

1 

3 

5 

4 

2 

• 4 • 

19 

Durham  Borough  

• • • 

• . . 

• « . 

1 

• . • 

2 

2 

4.4 

5 

Hartlepool  ,,  

. . . 

1 

3 

2 

1 

• . • 

• 4 4 

7 

Jarrow  ,,  

. , , 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Stockton  ,,  

• • • 

4 

8 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

23 

.Annfield  Plain 

1 

1 

Barnard  Castle 

Benfieldsidc 

1 

2 

3 

Billirgham  

i 

1 

Ifishop  Auckland 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Blaydon  

1 

• • » 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 4 4 

10 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

. * 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

4 

Chester-le-Street 

1 

• » • 

• » • 

3 

1 

5 

Consett 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

2 

... 

6 

Crook  

« « • 

1 

• « • 

• » . 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Felling  

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

... 

11 

Hebburn  

2 

« « • 

2 

3 

2 

... 

9 

Hetton-le-Hole  

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Houghton-le-Spring  

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

4 

Leadgate  

. • • 

• . • 

. . • 

1 

• • * 

1 

4 4 4 

2 

Ryton  

• * • 

• • . 

• . • 

• . . 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

2 

Seaham  Harbour 

• • • 

1 

• • ■ 

• • • 

1 

2 

... 

4 

Shildon 

* • « 

1 

• * • 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Southwick-on-Wear  

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

Spennymoor  

1 

1 

Stanhope  -. ... 

• • • 

• • » 

• • • 

1 

!!! 

1 

Stanley 

. . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 4 4 

6 

Tan  field  

• . • 

• • • 

• * • 

• • • 

... 

Tow  I.aw 

1 

• • • 

• « * 

• • • 

1 

Washington  

2 

. * . 

3 

2 

i 

4 4 4 

8 

W'hickham  

« • • 

• . . 

• . • 

• • • 

1 

1 

... 

2 

VVillington  

1 

1 

2 

Totals  

11 

23 

33 

43 

32 

20 

8 

3 
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Auckland  

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

13 

Barnard  Castle 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Chester-le-Street 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

14 

Darlington  

• • • 

• . • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

Durham  

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Easington  

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

3 

19 

Hartlepool  

• • • 

• • . 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

4 4 4 

• 4 4 

Houghton  

9 

• . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

7 

Lanchester  

1 

2 

1 

9 

6 

Sedgefield  

2 

1 

4 

8 

South  Shields  

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Stockton  

1 

1 

Sunderland  

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Weardale  

... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

Totals  

11 

13 

16 

15 

24 

19 

1 

2 

101 

Admin.  Co.  & Darlington  C.  B. 

22 

36 

49 

58 

56 

39 

9 

5 

274 

69 


Summary  of  Deaths. 

Table  27. 


Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0 to  1 year  ... 

2 

2 

11 

11 

13 

13 

1 ,,  2 years  ... 

11 

8 

24 

12 

35 

20 

2 ,,  5 ,,  ... 

9 

13 

29 

20 

38 

33 

5 ,,  15  ,, 

23 

40 

26 

32 

49 

72 

]5  ,,  25  ,, 

118 

149 

28 

28 

146 

177 

25  ,,  45  ,, 

176 

186 

22 

17 

198 

203 

45  „ 65  „ ... 

95 

66 

5 

4 

100 

70 

65  and  over 

10 

1 

2 

3 

12 

4 

Totals  ... 

444 

465 

147 

127 

591 

592 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  County  Council’s  scheme  for  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  venereal  diseases  is  detailed  in  previous  reports. 

Treatment  Centres. 


List  of  approved  treatment  centres,  showing  days  and 
hours  of  attendance  at  the  clinics  : — 


iNlALES. 

Females. 

Royal  Infirmary, 
Newcastle. 

Mon.,  5-30  p.m. 

Tnes.,  Thnrs.  and  Sat., 
8-30  a.m. 

WTd.  & Fri.,  3-30  p.m. 

Mon.,  Wed.  and  Fri., 
8-30  a.m. 
iNIon.,  3-30  p.m. 

Thnrs.,  5-30  p.m. 

iNIale  and  Female  irrigations  daily. 

Royal  Infirmary, 
Sunderland. 

Mon.,  6 p.m. 

Thnrs.  & Sat.,  10  a.m. 
Fri.,  2-30  p.m. 

Tnes.,  10  a.m. 

Wed.,  2-30  p.m. 

Fri.,  11  a.m..  Ante-natal 

iNIale  and  Female  irrigations  daily. 

County  Flospital, 

Durham. 

] 

Mon.,  5-30  p.m. 

Thnrs.,  5 p.m. 

Mon.  & Thnrs.,  2-30  p.m. 
Thnrs.,  11  a.m. 

(Special  Cases). 

Male  and  Female  irrigations  daily. 


i^tockton  and  Thornaby 
Hospital, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Tnes.  & Fri.,  5-30  p.m. 

Fri.,  2-30  p.m. 

Male  and  Female  irrigations  daily. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  extent  to  which  the  scheme 
was  utilised  : 

The  attendances  of  county  patients  for  the  year  were  : — 


New  Cases.  — Table  28. 


Centre. 

Syphilis. 

Soft 

Sores. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Non- 

Venereal. 

Totals. 

Darlington  

23 

— 

37 

15 

75 

Durham  

109 

1 

170 

103 

383 

Newcastle 

166 

2 

220 

93 

481 

Stockton  

73 



100 

61 

234 

Sunderland  

68 

4 

162 

147 

381 

Totals  

439 

7 

689 

419 

1 , oo4 

Aggregate  Number  of  In-patient  Days. 


Darlington 31 

Durham 458 

Newcastle 563 

Stockton  — 

Sunderland  673 


Total  1,725 


Total  Attendances. 

Darlington 1302 

Durham 13151 

Newcastle 8818 

Stockton  6325 

Sunderland  11935 


Total  41,531 


The  average  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinics  per  new 
case  was  26-72,  compared  with  27-15  in  1926  and  22-93  in  1925. 


Provision  is  made  for  treatment  in  the  county  boroughs  , of 
Darlington,  South  Shields  and  West  Hartlepool,  and  payment 
is  made  on  an  attendance  basis  for  county  patients. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  clinical  venereal 
diseases  medical  officer  and  the  medical  officers  of  the  Education, 
Tuberculosis,  and  Child  Welfare  departments,  and  confidential 
inter-departmental  reports  are  exchanged. 

BLIND  PERSONS. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  two  voluntary  associa- 
tions— the  Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Royal  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for 
the  Blind  (details  of  which  were  set  out  in  my  report  for  the 
yeai  1925)  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  registered  as  residing  in  the 
county  at  the  end  of  1927  was  943,  a net  increase  of  87.  This 
increase  must  not  be  interpreted  as  an  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  blindness  ; it  is  due  to  a more  accurate  ascertainment  of 
blind  persons. 

There  are  28  workshop  employees,  14  home  workers,  and 
7 home  teachers,  in  respect  of  whom  the  County  Council  pays 
grant. 

In  addition  to  the  two  voluntary  associations,  the  County 
Council  also  makes  a contribution  in  the  form  of  a capitation 
subscription  to  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind. 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  does  not  interfere  with  the  duties 
of  education  authorities  who  are  responsible  for  the  education 
ot  the  blind  between  the  ages  of  5 to  16  (elementary  education), 
and  in  later  years  for  the  training  of  the  blind  (higher  education). 
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MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  total  number  of  mental  defectives  on  the  register  on 
the  31st  December,  1927,  was  1,490.  This  included  119  which 
had  been  reported  during  the  year,  45  by  the  Education 
Authority  and  the  remainder  from  various  other  sources.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  205  patients  in  certified  institu- 
tions and  11  had  been  placed  under  guardianship,  and  the 
classification  of  the  cases  in  institutions  is  as  follows  : — ■ 
imbeciles  46,  moral  imbeciles  13,  and  feeble-minded  146  ; while 
those  under  guardianship  were  : — imbecile  1,  and  feeble-minded 
10. 


Duiing  the  year  applications  for  institutional  treatment 
were  made  in  respect  of  205  cases,  but  owing  to  shortage  of 
accommodation  only  31  were  given  such  treatment.  There  is 
no  accommodation  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  the 
countv  for  the  institutional  care  of  mental  defectives,  hence 
application  has  to  be  made  to  outside  authorities  for  the  admis- 
sion of  county  cases.  The  provision  of  a certified  institution  is 
under  consideration  and  land  has  been  purchased  at  School 
Aycliffe,  near  Darlington,  for  the  erection  of  an  institution. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  was  practically  no  change  in  the  isolation  hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 
The  arrangements  made  whereby  Langley  Park  Hospital,  under 
the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  Norman’s  Riding 
Hospital,  under  the  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham  Joint 
Hospital  Committee,  were  used  for  the  accommodation  of  small- 
pox patients  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  smallpox  hospitals 
which  proved  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  smallpox 
epidemic  were  continued.  Patients  suffering  from  ordinary 
infectious  diseases  in  the  areas  of  these  hospitals  were  accommo- 
dated at  the  nearest  adjoining  infectious  diseases  hospitals. 

On  the  17th  November,  1927,  an  Inquiry  was  held  at 
Stockton  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  an  application  of  the 
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Stockton  Corporation  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of  ^14,751 
for  the  extension  of  their  infectious  diseases  hospital.  The 
Inquiry  was  attended  by  the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer, 
who  spoke  in  support  of  the  application.  At  the  beginning  of 
1928  information  was  received  that  the  necessary  sanction  had 
been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  county  is,  on  the  whole,  very 
satisfactory.  Complaints  have  been  received  in  lespect  to  the 
suppiv  of  one  or  two  isolated  areas  and  these  have  been,  or  are 
being,  remedied.  There  have  been  extensions  of  the  water  supply 
to  certain  areas,  particularly  to  those  areas  which  have  been 
developed  under  various  Housing  schemes. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Lumley  area  of  the  Chester-le- 
vStreet  rural  district  was  again  the  subject  of  complaint,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  meter  by 
the  Durham  County  Water  Board  to  this  area  is  not  at  all 
times  adequate.  There  is  also  some  evidence  that  there  is 
leakage  from  the  pipes  of  the  rural  district  council  carrying  the 
water  from  the  meter  to  the  consumers.  The  question  of  a 
more  adequate  supply  is  receiving  attention. 

HOUSING. 

The  various  local  authorities  in  the  county  completed  3,417 
new  houses  during  the  year  and  1,004  were  built  by  private 
persons,  while  552  by  loca]  authorities  and  504  by  private 
persons  were  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  shows  a considerable  reduction  on  tlie  numbers  for  the 
previous  year.  There  is  still  urgent  need  for  the  erection  of 
new  houses,  as  the  serious  shortage  which  has  been  referred  to 
in  my  previous  reports  has  not  been  overtaken.  Thirty  per  cent, 
of  the  population  of  this  county  are  living  under  conditions  of 
overcrowding  and  many  of  the  people  are  housed  under  very 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  A large  number  of  inhabited  dwellings 
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are  dilapidated,  inadequate  as  regards  construction  and  accom- 
modation, and  damp,  and  are  not  reasonably  tit  for  human 
habitation. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  upwards  of  200,000  people 
are  living  in  houses  of  one  or  two  rooms,  and  of  these  76  per 
cent,  of  the  one-roomed  houses  and  56  per  cent,  of  the  two- 
roomed  houses  are  overcrowded.  When  it  is  considered  that 
the  standard  adopted  for  overcrowding  is  more  than  two  persons 
per  room  it  must  be  realised  that  the  housing  question  in  this 
county  is  an  acute  one  and  in  need  of  urgent  remedy. 

Many  cases  of  tuberculosis  occur  in  these  overcrowded 
houses  and  large  sums  are  being  spent  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  It  is  from  such  houses  that  many  cases  of  tuberculosis 
are  taken  to  sanatoria  for  treatment  and  after  a stay  in  a sana- 
torium the  patient  returns  to  the  same  unhealthy  conditions, 
which  are  the  breeding  places  and  the  nurseries  not  only  of 
tuberculosis  but  of  many  other  diseases. 
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Table  29. 

Statement  as  to  the  position  of  Housing  Schemes  in  the 
Administrative  County  of  Durham  on  the  31st  December,  1927  : 


(From  information  supplied  by  the  respective  District  Councils). 


Housing  needs  as  es- 

No.  of  houses 
in  course  of 
construction, 
1927. 

No.  of  houses 

timated  by  the  Local 

completed 

Authority. 

since 

1920. 

Sanitary  District. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

By  the 

By  the 

houses  to 

houses  to 

By 

Local 

By 

Local 

be  built  by 

be  provid’d 

Private 

Au- 

Private 

Au- 

the  Local 

by  private 

Persons. 

thoritv. 

' 

Persons. 

thority. 

Authority. 

enterprise. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

URBAN. 

' 

Durham  

450 

Nil. 

82 

54 

220 

Hartlepool  

578 

4 

14 

6 

,223 

Jarrow  

2417 

234 

2 

34 

98 

442 

Stockton  

1780 

24 

37 

152 

330 

930 

Annfielcl  Plain 

700 

4 

6 

3 

247 

284 

Barnard  Castle 

165 

Nil. 

62 

Benfieldside  

396 

5 

1 

117 

140 

Billingharn  

Nil. 

8 

120 

575 

418 

Bishop  Auckland 

531 

Nil. 

1 

45 

Blaydon  

2500 

55 

145 

303 

312 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

510 

Nil. 

1 

28 

337 

Chester-le-Street 

1100 

132 

6 

224 

565 

Consett 

1174 

8 

... 

74 

457 

Crook  

312 

Nil. 

2 

... 

51 

228 

Felling  

1920 

Nil. 

1 

10 

160 

550 

Hebburn  

2764 

34 

2 

59 

460 

Hetton-le-Hole  

1736 

1 

5 

140 

319 

Houghton-le-Spring  

570 

Nil. 

91 

244 

Leadgate  

240 

168 

9 

526 

38 

Ryton  

500 

66 

1 

284 

235 

Seaham  Harbour 

810 

28 

22 

16 

483 

335 

Shildon 

275 

Nil. 

41 

126 

Southwick-on-Wear  

596 

Nil. 

5 

308 

Spennymoor  

549 

1 

i 

18 

Stanhope  

24 

Nil. 

Stanley 

1258 

229 

1 

205 

520 

Tanfiefd  

500 

200 

85 

136 

Tow  Law 

200 

Nil. 

Washington  '. 

Nil. 

137 

307 

Whickham  

903 

60 

4 

324 

493 

Willington  

181 

9 

19 

180 

RURAL. 

Auckland  

2433 

7 

6 

197 

176 

Barnard  Castle 

130 

Nil. 

37 

20 

Chester-le-Street 

6100 

93 

33 

383 

986 

Darlington  

80 

O 

15 

318 

26 

Durham  

1200 

60 

10 

286 

672 

Easington  

2097 

1079 

159 

2322 

1154 

Hartlepool  

50 

817 

2 

101 

Houghton-le-Spring  

1100 

101 

7 

20 

284 

428 

Lanchester  ; 

1068 

64 

5 

52 

859 

425 

Sedgefield  

1170 

356 

2 

391 

190 

South  Shields  

750 

3 

2 

259 

518 

Stockton  

94 

258 

10 

85 

Sunderland  

2330 

3 

2 

141 

482 

Weardale  

30 

3 

16 

10 

TO'iWLS  

42,071 

4,109 

504 

552 

10,470 

13,894 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  action  taken  by  the 
district  sanitary  authorities  under  the  Housing  Acts  towards 
the  closing  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  during  the  past 
year  : — 


Table  30. 


District. 

Situation. 

No.  of 
Dwel- 
lings. 

Date  of  Closing. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 

Ivv  Cottage,  Durham  Chare, 

Bishop  Auckla,nd  

1 

8th  July,  1927. 

Do. 

Page  Yard,  Back  Bondgate, 

Bishop  Auckland  

3 

5th  Nov.,  1927. 

Do. 

52,  53,  Back  Bondgate,  Bishop 

Auckland  

9 

5th  Nov.,  1927. 

Consett  U.D 

39,  45,  47  and  49,  Princess  Street, 

Consett  

4 

Lst  Dec.,  1926. 

Chester-le-Street  R.D. 

7,  Pit  Houses,  Harraton  Colliery 

1 

10th  Eeb.,  1927. 

Do. 

3,  Bidelick  Lane,  Fatfield  

1 

do. 

Do. 

11,  15,  and  28,  Long  Row,  Nova 

Scotia  

3 

do. 

Do. 

1-30,  Red  Rows,  Edmondsley  ... 

30 

iOth  March,  1927. 

Do. 

3,  4,  5 and  6,  Eighth  Pit  Houses, 

Lumlev  

4 

do. 

Do. 

Kirk  Heads,  LamesUy  

1 

do. 

Do. 

5,  Nova  Scotia,  Harraton  

1 

15th  Dec.,  1927. 

Darlington  R.D 

The  Orlands,  Aycliffe 

] 

lOth  Oct  1927 

fi)o.  

Brafferlon,  near  Darlington 

2 

do. 

Kasington  R.D 

1 , George  Street,  Shotton  

1 

10th  Nov  1927 

Honghton  R.D 

7 and  10,  Pit  Row,  New  Penshaw 

2 

11th  Aug.,  1927. 

Do.  

Three  Cottages,  West  Herrington 

Village 

3 

11th  Aug.,  1927. 

Do.  

2,  0 and  8,  South  Back  Lane, 

Newbottle  

3 

do. 

Lanchester  R.D 

1,  2,  3,  7,  9,  12,  1(3,  17,  22,  25, 

2(3  and  29,  Hedley  Hill 

12 

15th  Sept.,  1927. 

Do.  

32,  33,  35,  3(3.  37,  39,  41,  42,  44, 

4(3  and  47,  Hedley  Hill 

11 

do. 

Do 

51,  58,  131,  (32,  63,  138,  69,  70,  73, 

74,  75,  76,  Hedley  Hill 

12 

do. 

Do.  

31,  40,  43  and  59,  Hedley  Hill... 

4 

8th  Dec.,  1927. 

Do.  

Lligh  Low  Row  Cottages,  near 

Cornsay  

2 

do. 

Copies  of  the  following  Orders  were  also  received  ; — 

Consett  U.D. — Order  Determining  Closing  Order  (1). 

Chester-le-Street  R.D. — Demolition  Orders  (9). 

Do,  Orders  postponing  operation  of  Demolition  Orders  (2) 
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EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Table  31. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  con- 
venience in  the  individual  districts  : — 


Total  number  in  District. 

Ashpit  Privies 
converted  into 

Ash- 

Closets 

converted 

into 

Water- 

Closets. 

District. 

Water- 

Closets. 

Ash- 

Closets. 

Ashpit 

Privies. 

Ash- 

Closets. 

Water- 

Closets. 

URBAN. 

Durham  Borough  

3234 

87 

296 

25 

2 

aHartlepool  ,,  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 4 

4 4 4 

J arrow  , , 

6503 

97 

. . • 

» . • 

4 4 4 

' 1163 

Stockton  ,,  

13820 

. . • 

123 

♦ ♦ • 

10 

... 

Annfield  Plain 

1694 

1082 

441 

♦ • • 

2 

1 

Barnard  Castle  

1025 

37 

31 

• • • 

5 

5 

Benfieldside 

948 

460 

510 

• • • 

12 

5 

&Billingham  

1981 

h 7 

207 

» ♦ • 

79 

b 6 

Bishop  Auckland 

2178 

740 

378 

3 

3 

1 

Blaydon  

3263 

2985 

521 

. . . 

(52 

15 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

691 

3325 

141 

9 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

Chester-le-Street 

2211 

1701 

33 

• • • 

4 4 4 

18 

cConsett 

2202 

c 595 

290 

• » • 

18 

22 

Crook  

687 

1853 

30 

4 

4 

1 

Felling  

4940 

309 

6 

... 

4 4 4 

Hebburn  

4704 

43 

6 

• • • 

Hetton-lc-Hole  

768 

2747 

39 

2 

2 

6 

Houghton-le-vSpring  ... 

1257 

977 

149 

3 

2 

Lead gate  

989 

108 

166 

• . , 

2 

Ryton  

1365 

1458 

382 

3 

4 4 4 

5 

Seaham  Harbour  

2262 

741 

86 

. • • 

4 

... 

Shildon 

1117 

1988 

75 

12 

20 

Southwick-ou-Wear  . . . 

2012 

609 

106 

• • « 

(53 

16 

Spennvmoor  

401 

3234 

288 

13 

(5 

Stanhope  

188 

157 

3 

4 4 4 

6 

Stanley 

2296 

2830 

550 

3 

5 

Tanheld  

541 

1853 

157 

4 • • 

4 4 4 

o 

Tow  Law  

48 

579 

5(5 

10 

... 

Washington  

1380 

2274 

20(5 

4 4 4 

4 

6 

Whickham  

1359 

2930 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

10 

Willington  

646 

1680 

83 

] 

5 

15 

RURAL. 

(TlAuckland  

1343 

10534 

d 838 

24 

31 

12 

Barnard  Castle  

584 

1138 

10(52 

2 

5 

Chester-le-Street 

5200 

63(58 

1723 

1 

1(5 

24 

Darlington  

501 

425 

1 343 

29 

5 

Durham  

1189 

5456 

342 

4 4 4 

Easington  

3655 

10744 

2113 

19 

10 

1 

Hartlepool  

241 

391 

88 

5 

4 4 4 

4 4 

Houghton  

862 

4547 

294 

12 

4 

Lanchester  

2146 

3592 

1675 

8 

14 

1 

Sedgefield  

1424 

5293 

789 

2 

2 

7 

South  Shields  

2505 

2676 

29 

4 4 4 

2 

4(5 

Stockton  

734 

939 

70 

4 4 4 

42 

Sunderland  

2574 

3953 

289 

4 4 4 

1 

59 

Wear  dale  

194 

125 

873 

• • • 

4 

M, 

a Water-closet  town.  b Pan-closets.  c Inclndes  6 Pail-closets, 
d Includes  3 Pail-closets. 
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It  will  be  noted  from  the  foregoing  table  that  Hartlepool 
urban  district  is  totally  a water-closet  town,  and  that  the  urban 
districts  of  Jarrow,  Stockton,  Billingham  and  Hebburn  are 
rapidly  becoming  entirely  water-closet  towns. 

During  the  year  1,942  conversions  into  water-closets  were 
made,  and  of  this  number  418  were  ashpit-privies  and  1,524 
were  ash-closets. 

I have  again  to  point  out  that  in  many  areas  day-time 
scavenging  is  still  carried  out.  The  saving  effected  by  the  work 
being  done  in  daylight  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
grave  danger  to  the  health  of  the  people  by  the  general  nuisances 
arising  from  that  method. 

Improvement  continues  to  be  made  in  the  general  work  of 
scavenging  and  the  removal  of  night-soil. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Though  several  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  on 
account  of  pollution  of  watercourses,  owing  to  continued  hnancial 
stringency  through  trade  depression,  very  little  necessary  struc- 
tural work,  beyond  the  following,  has  been  proceeded  with 
during  the  past  year. 

At  Pont  Burn,  for  Leadgate,  Bunker  Hill  and  Bradley 
Cottages  in  the  Leadgate  urban  district  and  Lanchester  rural 
district,  joint  works  consisting  of  settling  and  stormwater  tanks 
and  percolating  filters,  etc.,  have  been  provided  and  are  in 
operation.  At  Middleton-in-Teesdale  a commencement  has  been 
made  with  a percolating  filter.  The  Wheatley  Hill  and  Thornley 
trunk  sewer  to  the  sea  is  still  being  proceeded  with.  Important 
additions  to  the  Shildon  sewage  works  have  been  completed. 
At  Stanhope  the  lagoons  have  been  cleaned  and  overhauled, 
and  at  Spennymoor  sewage  works  some  minor  but  important 
improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

There  is,  however,  still  much  room  for  improvement  in  the 
appearance,  sanitary  condition  and  efficiency,  of  many  other 
sewage  disposal  works  in  the  county. 
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The  position  with  respect  to  some  other  places  is  briefly 
set  out  hereunder  : — 

Stressholmes  Sewage  Works. — Surve^mr  has  got  his  report  in 
draft. 

Barnard  Castle  Sewage  Works. — Engineers  are  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  gauge  sewers. 

Browney  Colliery  Sewage  Disposal. — The  Ministry  of  Health 
suggest  delaying  the  w'ork  until  the  financial  and  indus- 
trial conditions  improve. 

Glebe  Sewage  Farm. — Engineers  have  prepared  scheme  which 
is  not  at  present  being  proceeded  with,  but  improvements 
in  the  present  sewage  farm  are  being  effected. 

Houghton-le-Spring  Sewage  Disposal. — Surveyor  has  prepared 
a scheme  to  be  completed  in  about  three  years. 

Stanley  (Hustle  Down)  Sewage  Disposal. — Ministry  of  Health 
Inquiry  held  into  application  for  a loan  of  £42,000, 
which  was  sanctioned. 

Pelton  Village,  Brown’s  Buildings,  etc..  Sewage  Disposal. — 
Schemes  are  ready  but  loans  have  been  advertised  for 
without  success. 

Sherburn  Village  Sewage  Disposal. — Scheme  submitted  to 
Ministr}^  of  Health  was  not  approved. 

Edmondsley  Housing  Scheme  Sewage  Disposal. — Scheme  to 
be  submitted  to  Ministry  of  Health  with  an  application 
for  a loan. 

Several  other  schemes  are  being  held  up  for  financial  reasons. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been 
made  during  the  year  and  many  cases  of  river  pollution  have 
been  discovered.  The  question  of  the  prevention  of  river  pollu- 
tion presents  many  difficulties  in  an  industrial  county.  Serious 
pollution  of  streams  from  collieries  and  works,  which  are  safe- 
guarded under  the  Rivers  Pcllution  Prevention  Acts,  occur,  and 
this  pollution  is  detrimental,  especially  to  fish  life.  Legal 
action  which  may  threaten  the  existence  of  industries  is  un- 
desirable unless  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests  of  health, 
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and  industrial  development  must  at  times  have  prior  consider^- 
ation  to  agricultural  and  fishing  interests,  In  practice  therefore 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  clean  rivers  and  streams,  but  where  serious 
pollution  exists  which  can  legally  be  prevented  the  attention  of 
the  persons  causing  the  pollution  is  drawn  to  it  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  every  effort  is  made  to  remedy  the  condition. 

STREETS. 

Many  medical  officers  of  health  report  that  the  paving  of 
roads  and  streets  has  been  put  into  better  condition.  The 
change  from  horse-drawn  to  motor  vehicles  has  been  the  cause 
of  much  improvement,  especially  in  the  towns  and  larger 
villages,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  less  densely 
populated  villages. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  control  of  common  lodging  houses  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  various  district  councils. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

No  public  abattoir  exists  in  the  administrative  county, 
the  slaughtering  of  animals  taking  place  on  private  premises, 
which  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  unsatisfactory  and  unsuitable. 
This  makes  meat  inspection  very  difficult,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  meat  inspectors  to  carry  out  their  duties  with  the 
efficiency  that  is  desirable. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  was  considerable  activity  during  1927  in  respect  of 
the  examination  of  cattle  which  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Count}^ 
Veterinary  Inspector  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925.  The 
total  number  of  animals  inspected  by  the  veterinary  inspector 
was  3,286,  and  of  these  56  were  reported  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  while  48  were  suffering  from  tuber- 
culous emaciation  and  113  had  chronic  cough  and  showed  definite 
clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis.  In  14  cases  diagnosis  was  assisted 
by  the  use  of  tuberculin. 
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The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  on  account  of 
tuberculosis  was  221,  and  it  was  found  on  post-mortem  examina- 
tion that  69  had  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  47  were  suffering 
from  tuberculous  emaciation,  and  99  were  proved  to  be  otherwise 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Of  the  total  animals  inspected  2,598  were  cows  in  milk, 
and  of  these  187  were  reported  as  diseased,  and  the  presence  of 
tuberculosis  was  confirmed  in  151  of  these  instances  by  post- 
mortem examination. 

No  definite  action  was  taken  by  the  County  Council  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915.  The  practice 
adopted  when  information  is  received  under  this  Act  from  the 
medical  officers  of  health  of  outside  authorities  is  to  refer  the 
matter  at  once  to  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer,  who  viAts  the 
farm  or  dairy  where  the  alleged  tuberculous  milk  was  produced 
and  makes  a complete  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  animals, 
subsequent  necessary  action  being  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1925.  The  results  of  action  taken  are,  of  course,  reported 
to  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  district  who  had  reported 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  in  his  sanitary  district. 

i\fter  careful  consideration  the  County  Council  has  decided 
to  appoint  whole-time  skilled  county  veterinary  officers  in  place 
of  the  present  part-time  staff,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  whole- 
time  officers  will  report  to  the  County  Health  Department  on 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  farms,  dairies  and  cowsheds 
visited  by  them  so  that  necessary  action  may  be  taken  by  the 
County  Council  under  the  various  x\cts  and  Orders  relating  to 
daines,  cowsheds  and  milkshops. 

During  1927  the  county  inspectors  responsible  for  taking 
samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  commenced  to  take 
samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  especially  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk 
supplied  for  human  consumption.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
forty  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  bacteriological 
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department  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and 
of  these  samples  six  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  equal 
to  15  per  cent. 

In  dealing  with  any  tuberculous  animals  close  co-operation 
has  existed  between  the  Chief  County  Veterinary  Officer  and 
my  department. 

There  has  been  a gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  producers 
of  graded  milk  in  the  administrative  county  and,  during  the 
year,  eight  licences  to  supply  Grade  ‘'A”  milk  were  issued  after 
careful  attention  had  been  given  by  the  County  Health  and 
Veterinary  staffs  to  the  condition  of  animals  and  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  premises  at  which  the  milk  was  produced. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  licences  to  produce  and  sell  Grade  ‘"A" 
milk  had  been  granted  to  the  following  persons — : 


Regd. 

No. 

Name  and  Address  of  Licensee. 

1 

! 

Date  of  Issue 
of  Licence. 

1 

Date  of 
Renewal. 

1 

Fowler,  S.  T.,  Westerton,  Bishop  Auckland 

11/5/25 

21/1/27 

3 

Ebdon,  i\Trs.  M.  S.,  West  Farm,  Fulwell... 

6/9/26 

27/1/27 

5 

Walker,  Mrs.  i\Iary,North  IMoor  Farm, 

Durham  Road,  Sunderland  

2/3/27 

5/1/28 

6 

Caldecott,  E.  Finns,  Field  House  Dairy 
Farm,  Houghton-le-Spring 

30/3/27 

11/1/28 

7 

Gibson,  Mrs.  Mary,  South  Farrington, 
Silksworth  

6/5/27 

8 

Armstrong,  Mrs.  M.,  Middle  Haining 

Farm,  Houghton-le-Spring 

12/5/27 

9/1/28 

12 

Sanderson,  James,  Grange  Farm, 
Easington  

29/9/27 

31/1/28 

13 

Wheldon,  John,  Dairy  Lane  Earm, 
Houghton  le-Spring 

18/11/27 

3/1/28 

14 

Balmer,  Robert,  West  Farm,  Seaton, 
New  Seaham  

19/11/27 

9/1/28 

15 

Ward,  J,  & Son,  Eastgate  Farm,  Eastgate, 
Weardale  

1/12/27 

9/1/28 
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Licences  to  produce  certified  and  Grade  “A"'  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  According 
to  the  information  in  my  possession  one  licence  has  been  issued 
by  the  Minister  to  produce  certified  milk  in  this  administrative 
county  and  three  licences  to  supply  “ Grade  A.’'  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk.  One  licence  to  produce  Grade  ‘'A”  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  was  withdrawn  by  the  MiniMry  of  Health. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  number  of  milk  cattle  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  from  the  number  of  samples 
which  on  bacteriological  examination  are  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli,  that  an  appreciable  part  of  the  milk  supplied  in 
this  county,  as  in  the  rest  of  England,  is  dangerous,  especially 
to  children,  on  account  of  the  presence  therein  of  tubercle  bacilli, 
and  one  can  only  continue  to  advise  milk  consumers,  as  a pre- 
cautionary measure,  to  boil  their  milk  before  drinking  it  unless 
they  are  quite  satisfied  that  the  health  of  the  cattle  producing 
the  milk  supplied  to  them  is  satisfactory.  Proper  pasteurisation 
of  the  milk,  that  is  the  raising  of  the  milk  in  bulk  to  a temperature 
for  a given  time  sufficiently  high  to  destroy  the  tubercle  bacilli 
which  may  be  present  in  the  milk  is  undoubtedly  a safeguard 
against  the  conveyance  of  tuberculosis  by  this  important  article 
of  diet.  From  the  point  of  view^  of  expediency  at  the  present 
time  pasteurisation  in  bulk  may  be  desirable,  though  from  a 
public  health  point  of  view^  I am  quite  satisfied  that  the  practice 
is  to  be  deprecated,  in  that  it  may  encourage  the  use  of  stale 
milk  and  milk  from  dirty  cow^sheds  and  diseased  cattle. 

There  is  undoubtedly  an  increasing  number  of  milk  producers 
who  are  really  anxious  to  supply  wholesome  milk  to  the  public 
from  cattle  whose  housing  and  environment  are  satisfactory, 
and  undoubtedly  the  numerous  clean  milk  competitions  and 
practical  addresses  given  by  agricultural  experts  is  having  a 
marked  educational  influence,  but  much  work  has  yet  to  be 
done  before  we  can  regard  as  satisfactory  the  purity  and  quality 
of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  population  in  this  country.  The 
active  steps  taken  in  Denmark  to  secure  the  supply  of  pure  milk 
have  been  most  successful  and  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  that 
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country  from  a commercial  standpoint.  I see  no  reason  why 
there  should  not  be  a similar  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
milk  production  in  this  country  as  exists  in  Denmark.  The 
question  of  co-operative  dairying  which  *has  been  adopted  with 
such  success  in  Denmark  also  deserves  more  attention  than  it 
at  present  receives  by  milk  producers  in  this  country. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  County  Council  administer  these  Acts  for  the  whole  of 
the  administrative  county  with  the  exception  of  the  Borough 
of  Hartlepool.  The  local  officials  of  Jarrow  and  Stockton  are 
responsible  for  the  taking  of  the  samples  in  these  boroughs,  but 
they  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 

Since  July,  1926,  the  County  Medical  Officer  was  authorised 
to  exercise  full  control  and  direction  of  the  work  of  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Department  and  all  the  inspectors  appointed  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts,  and 
any  other  Act  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  foodstuffs,  including 
the  power  to  give  instructions  for  the  taking  of  samples  of  milk, 
etc.,  for  public  health  purposes  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  number  of  samples 
examined  with  the  proportion  found  not  genuine  or  below 
standard  during  each  quarter  of  the  3^ear  1927  : — 


Table  32. 


1927. 

Samples 

Examined. 

Not  Genuine  or 
below  Standard. 

Proportion, 
per  cent. 

1st  Quarter  

358 

33 

9-2 

2nd  ,,  

414 

41 

9-9 

3rd  ,,  

362 

20 

5-6 

4th  . , 

445 

41 

9-2 

Total  

1,579 

135 

8-5 

During  1927,  499  samples  of  new  milk  were  taken  for 
analysis  under  the  Acts,  of  which  98,  equal  to  21*64  per  cent., 
were  found  to  be  not  genuine  or  below  standard.  These  hgures 
show  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  samples  of  milk  taken  were 
not  genuine  or  found  to  be  below  standard.  The  number  of 
samples  taken  was  exceedingly  small  in  proportion  to  the  large 
population  of  the  county,  and  in  view  of  the  above  large  per- 
centage of  samples  found  below  standard  I am  hrmly  of  the 
opinion  that  more  samples  of  milk  should  be  taken,  but  this 
could  only  be  done  with  an  augmented  staff  of  inspectors. 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

Decisions  are  still  pending  in  respect  of  the  application  of 
the  Chester-le-Street  rural  district  council  for  a loan  of  /6,000 
for  sewerage  works  in  the  township  of  Great  Lumley,  made  in 
1924  ; and  that  of  the  Durham  rural  district  council  for  a loan 
of  £1,450  for  works  of  sewerage  for  the  contributory  places  of 
Coxhoe  and  Cassop-cum-Quarrington,  made  in  1926. 

The  following  inquiries  relating  to  public  health  matters 
were  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  1927  in  the  adminis- 
trative county : — 
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Table  33. 


1927. 

Applicant. 

Amount 

Purpose. 

23rd  Feb. 

Durham 

R.D.C. 

;f4,850 

For  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  contributory 
place  of  Sherburn  

9th  Mar. 

Stockton 

U.D.C. 

£2  300 

For  the  purchase  of  18-5  acres  of 
land  adjacent  to  Oxbridge  Ceme- 
tery and  Grangefield  Playground 
for  purposes  of  a refuse  tip 

12th  Apr. 

Ryton 

u.D.r. 

/1 3,941 

For  purposes  of  sewerage,  viz.  : — 
£5,982  for  the  construction  of  a. 
relief  sewer  at  Ryton  and  £7,959 
for  the  construction  of  a relief 
sewer  at  Crawcrook  

24th  i\Tay 

Easington 

R.D.C. 

;{12,000 

1 

For  works  of  sewerage  for  the  con- 
tributory places  of  Shotton  and 
Monk  Hesledon  

10th  June 

Chester-le- 

Street 

R.D.C. 

;^990 

For  the  purchase  of  property 
at  Woodland  View,  back  John 
Street,  Sacriston,  for  purposes  of 
a Scavenging  Depot  for  the  con- 
tributory place  of  Witton  Gilbert 

14th  Oct. 

Stanlev 

D.D.C. 

;^42,000 

For  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  South  Stanley  

17th  Nov. 

Stockton 

U.D.C. 

£14,751 

For  the  extension  of  their  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  

13th  Dec. 

An  Appeal 

lodged  1 

)V  the  Owners  of  Crimdon  Dene  | 

Hutments 

against 

Closing  Orders  being  made  in 

respect  thereof  by 

I 

the  Easington  R.D.C j 

22nd  Nov. 

Sunderland 

C.R. 

£2,000 

For  the  construction  of  a sewer  in 
Mere  Knoll  Road,  Neale  Street 
and  District,  including  the  con- 
struction of  Works  in  the  contri- 
butory place  of  Fulwell  in  the  ! 
Sunderland  Rural  District ' 

Result. 


Not 

sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. 


Decision 

Pending. 


Decision 

Pending 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  INQUIRIES. 

There  were  no  inquiries  by  the  County  Council  during  1927 
affecting  public  health  matters, 
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TABLE  A, 


Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  etc.,  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham — 1927. 


URB.AN  DISTRICTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Registrar 

General’s 

Population 

1927. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Birth-rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymotic 

Death- 

rate. 

Infant 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1,000 
Births. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death- 

rate. 

Lung 

Diseases 

Death- 

rate. 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hospital 

accommo- 

dation. 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

occurring 

outside 

District 

included. 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

District 

excluded. 

BOROUGHS. 
Durham  

R.  Stuart.  JI.K.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  .. 

J.  A.  Stirling.  D.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
D.P.H. 

P.  A.  Domier.  M.A.,  AI.D..  D.P.H 

G.  C.  M.  -M’Gonigle,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

1060 

735 

783 

5465 

17,020 

21,520 

34,750 

07,780 

345 

478 

721 

1450 

265 

344 

578 

919 

20-27 

22-21 

20- 75 

21- 48 

15-57 

15-98 

10-03 

13-56 

0-58 

0- 83 

1- 29 

0-03 

93 

130 

128 

89 

1-05 

0-93 

J-84 

0-89 

1-35 

1- 25 

2- 13 

1-22 

Hartlepool 

J arrow  

Stockton  

3-23 

3-53 

3-37 

3-41 

152 

172 

1148 

814 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes, 

65 

37 

437 

200 

16 

40 

146 

56 

102 

46 

8 

39 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Annfield  Plain  

W.  AI.  ilorison,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

3489 

10,000 

330 

197 

19-80 

11-82 

0-30 

79 

0-78 

0-84 

1-98 

389 

Yes. 

231 

34 

2 

Barnard  Castle 

C.  H.  Welford,  AI.D 

5G0 

5,045 

54 

57 

10-70 

11-30 

0-39 

74 

0-99 

0-99 

0-99 

01 

Yes. 

8 

5 

9 

Benfieldside  

John  ilurrav,  il.B.,  Ch.B 

152.5 

9,008 

275 

104 

30-53 

11-54 

0-78 

40 

1-00 

1-33 

2-77 

189 

Yes. 

139 

10 

21 

Billingham 

Bishop  Auckland  

T.  J.  Kirk,  AI.B 

T.  A.  iIcCullagh,  AI.R.C.S 

3030 

091 

10,100 

13,890 

208 

429 

87 

187 

20-00 

30-89 

8-00 

13-46 

0-10 

0-30 

77 

37 

0- 79 

1- 01 

0- 89 

1- 22 

1- 58 

2- 09 

195 

45 

Yes. 

Yes. 

24 

35 

12 

13 

5 

09 

Blaydon  

H.  Alorrison,  AI.D.,  B.Hv.,  D.P.H. 

9314 

35,180 

675 

363 

19-19 

10-32 

0-26 

90 

0-71 

0-99 

2-58 

159 

Yes. 

87 

60 

5 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

S.  K.  Young,  il.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

0009 

18,890 

301 

227 

19-11 

12-55 

1-22 

80 

0-42 

0-03 

2-05 

320 

Yes. 

303 

27 

4 

Chester-le-Street  

S.  K.  Young,  AI.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

2059 

18,000 

344 

220 

19-05 

12-51 

0-27 

113 

0-77 

1-05 

2 10 

230 

Yes. 

152 

29 

51 

Consett  

J.  G.  Walker,  AI.R.C.S.,  L.R  C.P.. 

1511 

13,910 

280 

103 

20-13 

11-72 

0-57 

75 

0-72 

1-15 

1-73 

201 

Yes. 

100 

37 

5 

Crook  

D.P.H. 

Robert  Steel,  L.R.C  P 

4050 

12,920 

202 

109 

15-04 

13-08 

0-54 

109 

1-47 

1-78 

1-78 

204 

Yes. 

239 

25 

4 

Felling 

W.  E.  Peacock,  AI.D,.  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

2684 

27,770 

575 

350 

20-71 

12-82 

0-79 

104 

1-22 

1-02 

2-50 

413 

101 

69 

1 

Hebbum  

D.P.H. 

E.  E.  Xorman.  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

1241 

25,990 

558 

383 

21-85 

14-74 

1-12 

117 

1-31 

1 -05 

3-23 

412 

Yes. 

144 

100 

7 

Hetton-le-Hole  

R.  Macleod,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

1017 

18,230 

419 

228 

22-98 

12-51 

0-82 

122 

0-82 

1-20 

2-03 

449 

Yes. 

298 

21 

3 

Houghton-le-Spring  ... 

W.  Barkes,  M.D 

1551 

11,480 

238 

138 

20-73 

12-02 

0-90 

92 

0-52 

0-87 

1-48 

170 

Yes. 

09 

13 

23 

Leadgate 

KcTon 

John  ilurray,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

-Andrew  Smith,  AI.D 

1830 

5109 

6,178 

15,680 

132 

277 

104 

101 

21-37 

17-67 

16-83 

10-27 

0-05 

0-38 

121 

09 

0-32 

0-57 

0-05 

0-70 

2-59 

1-53 

70 

84 

Yes. 

Yes. 

40 

41 

20 

24 

7 

Seaham  Harbour  

Luke  G.  Dillon,  O.B.E,,  .M.D.  ... 

1101 

19,3.50 

478 

203 

24-70 

10-49 

0-52 

82 

0-40 

()-67 

1-55 

122 

Yes. 

37 

51 

2 

Shildon  

Southwack-on-Wear  ... 

R.  W.  Smeddle,  M.B 

John  J.  Carruther.s,  M B 

1066 

856 

14,300 

15,880 

225 

331 

190 

192 

15-73 

20-84 

13-70 

12-09 

0-28 

1-00 

138 

81 

0-90 

0-88 

1-19 

1-32 

2-23 

2-20 

400 

70 

Yes. 

Yes. 

308 

11 

32 

55 

1 

Spennymoor  

Stanhope  

Stanley  

S.  V.  Tinsley,  il.B 

John  Gray,  M.B 

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P,, D.P.H. 

3388 

210 

3593 

1 8,340 

1,831 

28,420 

370 

21 

502 

211 

23 

273 

20-17 

1 1 -40 

17-00 

11- 50 

12- 50 

9-01 

0-70 

0-49 

89 

48 

104 

1-30 

... 

0-53 

1-42 

0-56 

0-74 

2-23 

1- 04 

2- 01 

118 

20 

033 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

101 

3 

380 

29 

2 

58 

2 

8 

2 

Tanfield  

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P., D.P.H. 

47  79 

10,280 

181 

113 

17-01 

10-99 

0-29 

83 

0-97 

0-97 

1-05 

98 

Yes. 

71 

10 

10 

Tow  Law  

J.  H.  Nalsmith,  M.D 

477 

4,459 

01 

46 

13-08 

10-32 

0-45 

98 

0-45 

0-07 

0-07 

49 

Yes. 

37 

5 

1 

Washington  

W.  K.  Peacock,  .M.D,,  B.S.,  B.Hv., 

.5020 

18,200 

100 

201 

22-23 

11-01 

0-22 

99 

0-71 

1-15 

2-85 

370 

Yes. 

35 

30 

2 

Whickham  

D.P.H. 

F.  T.  Foster,  .M.D 

5914 

21,540 

355 

*<217 

10-48 

10-07 

0-37 

93 

0-79 

0-88 

1-05 

152 

Yes. 

41 

35 

13 

Willi  ngton  

R.  E.  Brown,  L.R.C.P 

3793 

9,779 

133 

130 

13-00 

13-03 

0-31 

08 

1-13 

1-33 

1-13 

241 

Yes, 

201 

20 

2 

TABLE  A1 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham  — 1927. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 
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Efarham  

265 

32 

11 

s 

S 

3 

25 

71 

107 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

1 

2 

18 

1 

2 

2 

24 

18 

13 

3 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

24 

6 

1 

46 

33 

9 

Harvlejxwl 

344 

62 

o- 

2S 

25  1 

16 

32 

71 

83 

4 

1 

6 

2 

5 

1 

34 

24 

2 

20 

3 

4 

26 

42 

6 

7 

13 

15 

6 

2 

1 

9 

2 

4 

1 

36 

10 

45 

10 

3 

Jarro-wr  

oTS 

92 

46 

34 

3S 

3S 

75 

114 

141 

1 

2 

3 

18 

15 

6 

1 

2 

38 

51 

64 

4 

3 

3 

34 

44 

38 

8 

2 

9 

40 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

39 

11 

3 

77 

45 

8 

iiockton  

919 

130 

53 

44 

37 

36 

101 

223 

295 

5 

2 

18 

3 

15 

6 

3 

2 

34 

77 

2 

1 

1 

60 

15 

7 

1 

87 

98 

44 

6 

1 

4 

32 

36 

7 

1 

4 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

1 

99 

23 

8 

139 

58 

4 

Annaeld  Plain  

197 

26 

12 

s 

7 

19 

1 

17  1 

43 

65 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

13 

1 

9 

19 

4 

2 

1 

8 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

19 

4 

32 

31 

5 

Barnard  Cattle 

57 

4 

2 

2 

7 

17 

25 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1 

11 

3 

0 

8 

3 

Benseldside  

104 

11 

o 

4 

4 

5 

15 

23 

37 

3 

3 

1 

1 

14 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

14 

8 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

21 

5 

BiUrngham 

S7 

16 

5 

1 

4 ' 

4 

7 

14  I 

18 

19 

... 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

5 

8 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

6 

11 

4 

1 

A.ucki3Ji(i  

1S7 

16 

5 

7 , 

11 

5 

14 

40 

89 

...  ] 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

13 

21 

1 

1 

14 

1 

2 

14 

7 

7 

4 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

19 

3 

34 

18 

Blavdjn  

3«3 

61 

17 

15 

15 

23 

44 

76 

112 

! 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

7 

39 

5 

25 

6 

1 

3 

34 

39 

18 

3 

10 

18 

3 

4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

23 

11 

54 

31 

6 

Brandon  jc  Bvsliottles 

227 

31 

IS 

17 

8 

15 

15 

53 

70 

2 

16 

5 

1 

1 

2 

9 

18 

1 

8 

3 

1 

14 

26 

9 

4 

4 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

22 

8 

1 

33 

20 

2 

Chestcr-le-Slxett  

226 

39 

3 

9 

7 

10 

24 

57 

77 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

13 

14 

3 

1 

1 

15 

14 

8 

2 

5 

19 

1 

4 

1 

2 

14 

9 

1 

28 

53 

7 

Ccns6~  

163 

21 
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7 

5 

4 

22 

45 

55 

1 
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3 

2 

1 
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8 

14 

10 

3 

2 

1 

8 

5 

10 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

3 

2 

28 

6 

3 

17 

15 

4 

169 

22 
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1 

3 

8 

25 

39 

69 

1 
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2 
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2 
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14 
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19 
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198 

1 53 

104; 

1 672 

98 
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TABLE  IB. 


Tabie  Gn-vG  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  etc.,  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham  — 1927. 


KVKAL  DISTRICTS, 

Medical  Omcer  of  Health. 

.\rea 

iu 

.\cres. 

Re^strar 

General’s 

Population. 

1927. 

j 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymotic 

Death- 

rate. 

Infant 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1,000 
Births. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death- 

rate. 

Lung 

Diseases 

Death- 

rate. 

'I 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hospital 

accommo- 

dation. 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

occurring 

outside 

District 

included. 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

District 

excluded. 

A~c.k..^iG  

H.  G-  Donald.  il.B.,  Ch.B..D.P.H. 

57334 

59470 

1102 

721 

18-53 

12-13 

0-47 

93 

0-82 

1-04 

1-75 

677 

Yes. 

603 

107 

17 

Bamarvl  Castl.-* 

E.  5.  Hawthorne,  F.R.C.S..D.P.H. 

799(51 

11140 

201 

155 

18-04 

13-91 

0-09 

75 

0-63 

0-99 

1-61 

35 

Yes. 

30 

20 

3 

Cbesrer-le-Strctt  

T.  C.  Penfold.  ALB.,  D.P.H 

2(5935 

56100 

1098 

639 

19-57 

11-39 

0-43 

98 

0-75 

1-00 

2-46 

1160 

Yes. 

686 

106 

13 

i^arlinsTon 

Robert  H.  Aleikle,  JI.B 

41361 

10620 

171 

130 

16-10 

12-24 

0-38 

105 

0-47 

0-56 

1-88 

72 

Yes. 

32 

22 

9 

K.  Falconer,  il.D.,  D.P.H 

30871 

32730 

043 

445 

19-64 

13-59 

0-37 

117 

0-70 

)-04 

2-81 

314 

Yes. 

183 

59 

25 

E^'lng^ion  

\V.  Grant,  M.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H — 

37018 

86970 

2094 

990 

24-08 

11-38 

0-60 

98 

0-62 

0-84 

2-38 

928 

Yes. 

590 

115 

33 

HoXtlepCNjl  

G.  S.  Mather,  M.R.C.S 

19090 

4251 

75 

41 

17-64 

9-64 

0-24 

40 

0-94 

0-94 

1-41 

29 

Yes. 

17 

9 

231 

Ml usiiton  

F.  R.  V.  Langenberg,  il.B 

13192 

29650 

588 

353 

19-83 

11-91 

0-57 

107 

0-84 

1-08 

2-09 

377 

Yes. 

146 

56 

7 

, 

J.  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
D.P.H. 

50645 

36400 

679 

424 

18-66 

11-65 

0-39 

103 

0-74 

0-90 

2-03 

677 

Yes. 

371 

43 

59 

Secgefield  

C.  Basan,  M.D 

45006 

37920 

692 

398 

18-25 

10-49 

0-34 

72 

0-79 

1-00 

1-89 

635 

Yes. 

376 

40 

190 

:;ii’eld5 

TV.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P 

11295 

19750 

292 

229 

14-78 

11-59 

0-46 

109 

1-06 

1-37 

1-97 

585 

Yes. 

405 

47 

17 

Stockton  

T.  J.  Kirk,  M.B 

28963 

6491 

108 

84 

16-64 

12-94 

0-62 

111 

0-62 

0-77 

2-00 

34 

Yes. 

11 

16 

0 

Sunderiand  

G.  \V.  Scott,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

6980 

33360 

672 

396 

20-14 

11-87 

0-33 

115 

0-87 

1-17 

2-31 

319 

Yes. 

23 

75 

89 

Weardaie  

James  Bannerman,  AI.B 

1 

1 97753 

9248 

106 

133 

11-46 

14-38 

0-21 

75 

0-54 

0-65 

3-03 

100 

Yes. 

39 

17 

38 
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TABLE  B1 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham  — 1927. 


Deaths  a 

r Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  from  Subjoined  Causes. 

— 

— 

- - 

-r  — 

Kl'RAL  DISTRICTS. 

At  all 

Under 

1 

and 

and 

5 

and 

15 

and 

25 

and 

45 

and 

05 

and 

upw’rds. 

X 

o 

— 

.2 
u p 

iJ 

(U 

> 

4> 

bD 

C3  • 

Diarrhcea 

and 

Enteritis. 

Ui  • 

(J 

« 

c 

- C ai 
o5  in 

.2 

Is 

in 

_io 

■o3 

•.2 

>''7^ 

i-i  .2 
in  W in 

:2g-2 

3 .2 

_o  ^ 

73  w 

C ‘in 

S'i 

m 

3 . 

O in 

</) 

1 

.§1 

a 

'S 

o 

u C/5 

i 

o 

'2  ^ 

3 <0 

CU  01 

Congenital 

Malformation, 

Premature 

Birth,  Con- 

genital Debility. 

Marasmus 

Atrophy. 

5 

iS’trxJ  . 
1 « :!.2 

.2 

Oln 
C 3 

O 

C 

_o 

i/i 

).• 

C4 

01 

3 in  . .a’ 

X> 

c 

d 

01 

u 

O 

</-XJ  ? 

ages. 

Year. 

under 

o 

under 

5 

under 

15 

under 

25 

under 

45 

under 

05 

6 

cn 

tn 

.g-XJ 

o § 

'u 

0) 

c 

W 

U 

S 

Under 

2 

Over 

2 

S'  > 

a>  0) 

3 ti; 
Uh 

01  .a 

G ^ 
w-i 

'(7) 

W 

3 

C 

C.SP  w 
(j  |B 

g S 

C >■ 

0)  H 

a'g 
c i 

(/)  S 
|q 
o 

5 S o 

g 3 O 

3 

H 

03 

Oi'S 

.a  01 

O 3 

XJ  1- 

<1 

H 

sll 

c 

2 

w 

cl 

O 3 
u 01 
CQ  G 
Ck 

d 

3 

01 

c 

Ph 

-G  in  h 

o S so 
S“C 

o 

O 

o 

< 

ja  •- 

b ^ 
u 

’g.S 

CO 

>.,1 

3 

’S' 

o 41  e g 

«.S5  §2 
Q a 1-. 

ja-o 

< 

.2-0 
C 3 

3 

> 

C 

o 

u 

rt 

O 

3 

D. 

>, 

(U 

Ricket: 

* M 

o <u 

■3  lo 

§S 

be 

o 

0 rt  o i+a  4)  in 
^ tj  a 3 > G 
0^‘”{/3  0 § 

Suicide 

other  de 

Disease: 

Arteric 

Sclerosis 

W C O 
S-G  a 
</>  ^^ 
c 

Q-a  3 

Auckland  

Till 

103 

25 

17 

IS 

5S 

79 

158 

263 

1 

1 

7 

9 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

31 

62 

5 

2 

49 

6 

2 

5 

54 

28 

20 

9 

14 

37 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

4 

2 

87 

29 

112 

96 

15 

Bara2xd  Castle  

loo 

15 

1 

1 

s 

3 

10 

40 

71 

V 

1 

3 

6 

16 

1 

7 

2 

2 

12 

2 

4 

1 

1 

12 

10 

1 ♦ 

1 

18 

6 

2 

23 

18 

6 

Chester  le-Stxeet  

039 

lOS 

33 

29 

34 

40 

64 

134 

197 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

6 

3 

1 

9 

2 

19 

37 

2 

3 

42 

0 

6 

2 

55 

50 

33 

5 

2 

15 

44 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

8 

2 

56 

29 

4 

91 

64 

20 

Darlingreii 

130 

IS 

3 

2 

6 

9 

12 

29 

58 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

19 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

4 

10 

2 

5 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9 

3 

3 

20 

12 

Durliain  

445 

75 

IT 

11 

22 

27 

44 

105 

144 

3 

3 

6 

4 

1 

9 

9 

43 

3 

23 

5 

5 

1 

44 

26 

21 

3 

1 

14 

21 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

7 

4 

51 

31 

2 

43 

46 

7 

Easington  

990 

205 

74 

60 

36 

58 

114 

187 

256 

3 

5 

14 

16 

14 

5 

2 

1 

42 

77 

5 

7 

54 

9 

10 

88 

78 

40 

13 

4 

20 

79 

11 

1 

10 

1 

9 

14 

6 

1 

2 

80 

43 

9 

128 

84 

5 

Hardepool 

41 

3 

1 

9 

3 

3 

6 

15 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

Kcur'-ton  

. 353 

63 

16 

12 

10 

26 

55 

74 

97 

2 

8 

3 

4 

2 

2 

14 

18 

3 

25 

6 

1 

32 

17 

13 

6 

1 

9 

29 

3 

10 

1 

5 

1 

1 

42 

11 

1 

52 

26 

5 

. 424 

70 

22 

15 

20 

32 

41 

94 

130 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

] 

17 

28 

1 

3 

27 

1 

4 

1 

23 

26 

24 

5 

2 

8 

29 

2 

1 

51 

13 

,8 

64 

45 

S 

Sedgeneld  

. 398 

50 

22 

13 

18 

25 

55 

79 

136 

1 

3 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1 

1 

23 

26 

1 

2 

30 

0 

2 

35 

21 

15 

6 

1 

2 

12 

22 

2 

1 

7 

2 

4 

5 

3 

1 

54 

17 

2 

40 

32 

5 

SMelds 

. 229 

32 

13 

4 

5 

21 

51 

07 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

9 

19 

2 

21 

1 

4 

1 

16 

11 

12 

1 

1 

3 

9 

1 

4 

I 

4 

2 

1 

2 

19 

12 

6 

33 

21 

3 

84 

12 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 

22 

32 

1 

1 

2 

8 

10 

1 

4 

1 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

13 

1 

Sunderland  

. 396 

77 

21 

10 

15 

22 

43 

07 

14] 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

2 

14 

29 

1 

29 

5 

2 

3 

45 

20 

11 

1 

1 

16 

32 

2 

6 

4 

2 

6 

37 

18 

1 

48 

44 

1 

Weardale  

. 133 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

29 

80 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

5 

1 

13 

3 

8 

7 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

21 

1 

21 

22 

4 

Totals  

839 

2.50 

180 

199 

322 

584 

J084 

1080 

5 

11 

25 

4 

57 

37 

53 

28 

6 

15 

5 

205 

400 

18 

30 

325 

44 

40 

17 

427 

292 

220 

59 

2 

17 

138 

326 

36 

14 

51 

16 

35 

60 

27 

6 

4 

533 

217 

39 

693 

520 
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TABLE  Bl. 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham  — 1927. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


KI  KAL  DISTRICTS. 

At  ai! 
ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

and 

under 

O 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

1 

25 

and 

under 

45 

45 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

upw’rds. 

Auckland  

Til 

103 

25 

17 

IS 

58 

79 

158 

263 

Barnaxd  Castle  

155 

15 

1 

1 

8 

3 

16 

40 

71 

Chester-le-Street  

039 

lOS 

33 

29 

34 

40 

64 

134 

197 

Darlingron 

130 

IS 

3 

2 

6 

2 

12 

29 

58 

IhirhAin  

445 

75 

17 

11 

22 

27 

44 

105 

144 

Easingron  

990 

205 

74 

60 

36 

58 

114 

187 

256 

Hartlepool 

41 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

15 

8 

H : u shton  

353 

63 

16 

12 

10 

26 

55 

74 

97 

Lar  Chester 

424 

70 

22 

15 

20 

32 

41 

94 

130 

Sedgeneld  

398 

50 

22 

13 

18 

25 

55 

79 

136 

Shields 

229 

32 

13 

4 

5 

21 

36 

51 

67 

Stockton  

84 

12 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 

22 

32 

Sunderland  

396 

77 

21 

10 

15 

22 

43 

07 

141 

Weardale  

133 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

29 

80 

Totals  

839 

250 

180 

199 

322 

584 

1084 

1680 

Deaths  from  Subjoined  Causes. 


Smallpox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and  Croup. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Erysipelas. 

) 

Influenza. 

Cancer, 

Malignant 

Disease. 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Appendicitis 

and  Typhlitis. 

Other  Septic 

Diseases. 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis. 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis. 

Other 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis. 

Broncho- 

1 Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia. 

Other 

Diseases  of 

Respiratory 

Organs. 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of 

Liver. 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  disease. 

Congenital 

Malformation, 

Premature 

Birth,  Con- 

genital Debility. 

Marasmus 

Atrophy. 

Injury  at  Birth. 

Other  accidents 

and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and 

Parturition. 

Atelectasis. 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculous). 

Convulsions. 

Gastritis. 

Syphilis. 

Rickets. 

Organic  Heart 

Disease. 

/iolent  or  Acci- 

dental Deaths, 
including 

Suffocation, 

Overlaying, 

Jurns  &.  Scalds. 

Suicide. 

Other  defined 

Diseases. 

Arterio- 

sclerosis, etc. 

Diseases 

ill-defined  or 

unknown. 

Under 

2 

Over 

2 

1 

1 

i 

9 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

31 

62 

5 

2 

49 

6 

2 

5 

54 

28 

20 

9 

14 

37 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

4 

2 

87 

29 

112 

96 

15 

1 

3 

6 

16 

1 

7 

2 

2 

12 

2 

4 

1 

1 

12 

10 

1 • 

1 

18 

6 

2 

23 

18 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

19 

37 

2 

3 

42 

(i 

6 

2 

55 

50 

33 

5 

2 

15 

44 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

8 

2 

56 

29 

4 

91 

04 

2C 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

19 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

4 

10 

2 

5 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9 

3 

3 

20 

12 

3 

3 

6 

4 

1 

2 

9 

43 

3 

23 

5 

5 

1 

44 

26 

21 

3 

1 

14 

21 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

7 

4 

51 

31 

2 

43 

46 

7 

3 

5 

14 

16 

14 

5 

2 

1 

42 

77 

5 

7 

54 

9 

10 

88 

78 

40 

13 

4 

20 

79 

11 

1 

10 

1 

9 

14 

6 

1 

2 

80 

43 

9 

128 

84 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

I 

2 

8 

3 

4 

2 

2 

14 

18 

3 

25 

6 

1 

32 

17 

13 

6 

1 

9 

29 

3 

10 

1 

5 

1 

1 

42 

11 

1 

52 

26 

5 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

17 

28 

1 

3 

27 

1 

4 

1 

23 

26 

24 

5 

2 

8 

29 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

51 

13 

S 

64 

45 

s 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

4 

1 

1 

23 

26 

1 

2 

30 

6 

2 

35 

21 

15 

6 

1 

2 

12 

22 

2 

1 

7 

2 

4 

5 

3 

1 

54 

17 

2 

40 

32 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

9 

19 

2 

21 

1 

4 

1 

16 

11 

12 

1 

1 

3 

9 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

19 

12 

6 

33 

21 

3 

1 

1 

2 

8 

10 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

8 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

13 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

0 

2 

14 

29 

1 

29 

5 

2 

3 

45 

20 

11 

1 

] 

16 

32 

2 

6 

4 

2 

5 

37 

18 

1 

48 

44 

1 

1 

1 
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INSPECTORS'  REPORT  — URBAN, 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


DURHAM ; 

population.  17.02U 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

G.  W.  Ragg. 

HARTLEPOOL ; 

Population,  21.o20 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

J.  Charlton. 

JARROW: 

Population.  34.76U 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

John  S.  Callis. 

STOCKTON  : 

Population,  (i7,78U 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

E.  G.  Power. 

ANNFIELD  PLAIN  ; 
Population,  lU.OhU 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

S.  L.  Hetherington. 
BARNARD  CASTLE  : 
Population.  5,04o 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

H.  E.  Raine. 
BENFIELDSIDE  : 

Population.  9,0U8 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Thos.  P.  Leath. 
DILLINGHAM  : 

Population.  lO.lUO 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

A.  H.  Rushworth. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND: 
Population,  13,891) 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Isaac  Sanderson. 
BLAVDON : 

Population,  35.180 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Taylor  P.  Veitch. 
BRANDON  & BYSHOTTLES 
Population,  18.890 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

W.  Wilkinson  

CHESTER-LE-STREET  ; 
Population,  18,000 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
George  C.  Banks. 
CONSETT : 

Population,  13,910 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

F.  Stringfellow. 

CROOK ; 

Population,  12,920 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

E W.  Ayton. 

FELLING  : 

Population,  27,770 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Henry  G.  Baldock 
HEBBURN : 

Population,  25,990 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Rt.  McKellar. 
HETTON-LE-HOLE  : 
Population,  18,230 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Chas.  E.  Butter%vortli. 
HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING  : 
Population,  11.480 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

S.  W.  Warwick. 
LEADGATE : 

Population,  0,178 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Vman  J.  Hunter. 
RYTON ; 

Population.  15.080 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
James  Kailofcr. 
SEAHAM  HARBOUR : 
Population,  19,350 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Bateson  Turner. 
SHILDON : 

Population,  1 4,300 
Inspector  of  Nuisances— 
Middleton  Turnbull. 
SOUTHWiCK-ON-WEAR  : 
Population,  15,880 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Walter  B.  Thomas  . 
SPENNYMOOR ; 

Population,  18,340 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Robert  Baylcs. 
STANHOPE ; 

Population,  1,831 
Inspector  of  Nuisances— 
W.  R.  Ayton. 
STANLEY ; 

Population.  28,420 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
K.  Elliott. 

TANFIELD  : 

Population,  10,280 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Joseph  Walker. 

TOW  LAW  ; 

Population.  4.459 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
W.  Garraway. 
WASHINGTON  : 

Population.  18,260 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
H.  J.  ?.  Murray. 
WHICKHAM; 

Population,  21,540 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
George  E.  Hopper. 
WILLINGTON  ; 

Population,  9,779 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
John  H-  Gardner. 
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